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Dr. Vitali Negri is a noted philosopher, psychiatrist, author, educator and 
recognized Rationalist leader in his home state of California. 


(See Page 6) 


A rational approach featuring faith in Man, his power to solve his own problems, 
and his ability to build a better world for a glorious future. 
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A Progressive Publication with a Positive Program 












Confidentially Speaking ~ 





On Saturday evening, February 13, our California 
Rationalists sponsored the most brilliant celebration in 
the memory of its members. It was the occasion of their 
regular Annual Banquet under the official auspices of 
the “Freethinkers of Southern California’, which is one 
of the affiliated organizations of the American Rationalist 
Federation, which in turn is affiliated with the World 
Union of Freethinkers. 


Dr. Linus Pauling, noted scientist of the California 
Institute of Technology, Nobel Prize winner, and author 
of several books, including his most recent one, “‘No More 
War”, which is already a best seller, was the feature 
attraction of this honorable occasion. He very definitely 
identified himself with the Rationalist philosophy, and 
agreed to accept the designation as “‘Rationalist of the 
Year 1960", to which he has been nominated by the 
California organization. Dr. Pauling discussed *“The Chal- 
lenge of this Nuclear Age’’; his address was tape-recorded 
and will be prepared in the form of an article for this 
American Rationalist magazine, to appear in our next 
Anniversary number, the May-June issue, with his picture 
on the front page. 


Dr. Pauling was introduced by a well-known citizen of 
Los Angeles, a Rationalist, Mr. Peter Charlton, who is 
the official top representative of the national SANE 
organization for the “Sane Use of Nuclear Power’, and 
has just recently returned from a national speaking tour 
with Norman Cousins, Editor of the Saturday Review 
magazine, to which many of our Rationalist friends 
subscribe. Mr. Peter Charlton also addressed the regular 
monthly program of our Freethinkers on the following 
day, Sunday, February 14, and produced a tape-record- 
ing of a recent important message by Lord Bertrand Rus- 
sell of England as an introduction to his own remarks, 
which were filled with timely and significant information. 


Dr. Vitali Negri, our capable Associate Editor, is 
President of the sponsoring Freethinkers organization 
and presided with skill, grace and efficiency. Mrs. Maxine 
Negri, a trained and artistic actress, produced a remark- 
able program of musical entertainment and a skit by 
Charles Erskine Scott Wood from his “Heavenly Dis- 
course’, MC’ed by Harold Lafferty, which capped the 


climax. Congratulations to our California Rationalists! 
LOWELL H. COATE, Editor 
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In the Jan.-Feb. issue, we gave 
the year of Senator Langer’s birth 
as 1876. It should have been 1886. 


(Ed.) 


A Magazine With A Program 


RATIONALISM DEFINED: We believe that the majority of 
Rationalists would accept the definition of Rationalism as 
stated by the American College Dictionary, as follows: 
“Rationalism is the principle or habit of accepting Reason as 
the supreme authority in matters of opinion, belief, and con- 
duct."’ — This is brief and pointed, and it does not limit 
Rationalism to the consideration of any one particular subject. 


An Immediate Rationalist Program 
THE AMERICAN RATIONALIST is a non-partisan pub- 


lication but it is in full agreement with the first President 
of the United States, George Washington, that ““The United 
States is in no sense founded upon the Christian religion.” It 
is dedicated to our system of political Democracy, and is op- 
posed to all forms of totalitarianism, whether political, re- 
ligious, or economic. 


THE AMERICAN RATIONALIST (1) Supports our 
Government and Constitution in maintaining complete separa- 
tion of Church and State; (2) In excluding all religious teach- 
ings from our public schools; and (3) In excluding all public 
tax funds from sectarian religious purposes. (4) It also 
advocates the taxation of all church properties. (5) It urges 
the exclusion of Chaplains from the United States Senate and 
the House of Representatives, and from all branches of the 
military services. If the Church wants Chaplains let it support 
them by voluntary contributions as it does its own ministers 
and missionaries. (6) It supports the proposition that the 
right of freedom of religion includes the right of freedom 
from religion, and the right to oppose any religious belief and 
practice through any and all channels of public communication. 
And (7) It asserts that the time has come to more closely 
unite our forces for the sake of progress, to oppose all super- 
stition, and to establish a brotherhood of mankind in universal 
ethics, based on human experience and the scientific method. 


An Expanded Rationalist Program 


The great majority of Liberals and other Americans are 
far more interested in a program of action than in any ab- 
stractions —- creeds, dogmas, doctrines. Any such program 
should include such modern and closely related subjects as: 
(1) Fair and adequate mass information; (2) Civil liberties 
and our Constitutional freedoms; (3) International peace 
and security; (4) Population control and the right to Planned 
Parenthood information; (5) Improved physical and mental 
health; (6) A halt to the growth of crime and juvenile de- 
linquency; (7) Education for guidance of rational programs 
for the “‘general welfare’; (8) The elimination of racial 
prejudice; (9) Conservation of our natural and human re- 
sources; and (10) An economy of abundance to encourage 
and to stimulate the proper normal economic growth and 
development of our great nation, thus attracting millions of 
America’s finest citizens to active participation and cooperation 
in creating Man’s glorious future. 
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Problems And Pressures 
Of Today 


Shortly after last New Year's Day your 
Editor was invited to participate in a Panel 
Discussion in Los Angeles on the subject: 
“Techniques for Meeting the Pressures of 
1960."" The subject naturally developed into 
numerous pressures including political, eco- 
nomical, legal, professional, international, and 
personal. 

This being a Presidential campaign year, 
both our Republican and Democratic friends 
will be pressuring us to support their various 
candidates of course. The economic pressures 
involved in the ever-rising cost of living and 
taxes are to be expected. At this season the 
Income Tax Reports serve as a vivid reminder. 

There are always new laws, both State and 
National, which must be considered and ob- 
served. Our Congressmen and Legislators seem 
obsessed with the idea that another new law 
is the universal panacea for all our ills. Pro- 
fessional standards are continually rising until 
today additional years of college and profes- 
sional training costing thousands of additional 
dollars are required to meet those new higher 
standards. And so the pressures mount. 

In the international field the threat of an- 
other major war must be maintained in order 
to reconcile our Congresmen and taxpayers to 
making the huge appropriations of billions of 
dollars annually by our own government. Our 
officials do not usually consult us in these 
matters, and they would not follow our advice 
if they did, so about the only thing we can 
do is to try and avoid the major hazards in- 
volved. 

Our personal pressures 

Our personal pressures often seem to loom 
larger because they are closer to us. For in- 
stance, your Editor is pressured by various 
friends and subscribers to feature this or to 
emphasize that particular item or article in 
this AR magazine, which of course indicates 
a keen interest in it. But it is impossible to 
print everybody's articles in one single issue of 
the AR, and with only six issues a year we 
can use. Especially so since more than half the 
pages of each issue are occupied with its own 
regular features, thus leaving space for only 
about a half-dozen main articles. 

But the principle problem or pressure re- 
lated to this AR magazine has to do with its 
official policy and program, which we have 
been developing in recent issues. What type 
of a magazine is needed? What kind is most 
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desired by a majority of our subscribers? How 
fully is this field of liberal journalism already 
occupied? And how much support is available 
for the type of magazine most desired? These 
are some of the pressures which the Editor 
and all AR Staff members must consider be- 
cause the Magazine's very existence and future 
success depends on the correct answers to these 
questions. 

The Field is Well Occupied 

There are about a dozen Rationalist-Huma- 
nist-Freethought publications in the field today 
here in this country alone, and numerous others 
around the world. Our American Rationalist 
was one of the most recent to enter the field, 
which means that prospective subscribers must 
have some special reason or excuse to justify 
their adding another such publication to their 
already considerable list. Hence the question: 
How can we attract new subscribers in this over- 
occupied field? 

May we be permitted to venture a few an- 
swers at this point? First, we quite definitely 
cannot hope to attract new subscribers if we 
merely produce a “carbon copy” of the other 
dozen similar publications already well es- 
tablished in this field. To do so would provide 
no particular incentive or justifiable reason, 
because most of those other similar publications 
are doing their job quite well. Second, most 
of those publications have voluntarily limited 
their subject-matter to a discussion of religion, 
so in order not to find ourselves in direct com- 
petition with all these others, there seems to 
be almost no alternative if we are to continue 
in this particular field, such as we have intro- 
ducing in several recent issues of AR, including 
the “mediate Rationalist Program’’ and the 
“Expanded 10-Point Program” as presented in 
our previous Editorial of the January-February 
issue. 

We keenly appreciate the apparent patience 
and sincere understanding of the great majority 
of our loyal friends and subscribers, as our 
Editorial Committee and Official Staff continue 
their study and consideration in seeking the 
very best and most satisfactory techniques in 
meeting these problems and pressures involving 
the growth, development and progress of our 
AR Magazine. We may also add that we are 
greatly encouraged by the significant recent in- 
crease in the number of subscribers as well as 
the fine response by numerous generous con- 
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A Humanist’s View Of Sex 


Love, like work and insight, comes in this 
world in different sizes and packages. Some 
of these sizes and shapes depend on culture and 
some on personality — and this world would 
be all right except for the fact that people 
rather fiercely cling to the notion that the kind 
of package they have, or the kind they wish 
for, is the only right kind. 

Just as the question about work is whether 
it is useful, and about insight whether it is 
valid, so the question about an act of love is 
whether it is really loving or just one of the 
imitations which can be devastating. 

Sex seems to be an intensifier of human 
emotions. It can get mixed up with any of 
them, and while it can make love infinitely 
more beautiful and sweet, it can also turn 
hatred into sadism and make even cynicism 
more boring and pointless than it is plain. 

What Humanists would like to see, of course, 
is the growth of as many loving relationships 
in this world as are possible, and the elimi- 
nation of the destructive or different ones 
which are the cause (first and last) of most 
of the world’s unhappiness. What we hope 
is that people should harness sex as far as 
possible to love, so that its intensifying effect 
can add its large sum to human happiness. 

We can discriminate loving from exploitative 
uses of sex and still retain a large tolerance 
for many different ways in which normal people 
will choose to use their sexual powers. The 
long tradition of monogamous marriage in- 
dicates one obvious way of using sexuality. 
This way seems obvious to us western Euro- 
peans, at least, though it is rather an unusual 
pattern in the world’s history and is, in fact, 
largely a creation of our poets. Shakespeare 
had much more effect in giving life to this 
picture than the church. The poets made such 
a superb appeal that we are inclined to think 
that this way may be the highest use for 
sexuality —- to make complete and unique a 
personal union which includes intellectual and 
spiritual and emotional oneness. 

In our entrancement with this ideal we must 
not forget that other people invest sex with 
a very different connotation. George Bernard 
Shaw said that sexual experience could be en- 
joyed in passionate completeness by partners 
who had absolutely nothing else in common 
and who could not enjoy so much as an even- 
ings conversation together. Who are we to 
begrudge a man like Shaw his simple pleasures? 


Questions 


by PRISCILLA ROBERTSON 


Between these two extremes it is possible 
to imagine different degrees of intimacy, vari- 
ous sorts of friendly sexual excitement which 
to a Humanist would be innocent because they 
hurt no one and because they express mutuality 
of feeling. 

A sexual relationship can hurt two people 
if they enter it with different expectations, 
especially since so many of our expectations 
are unconscious assumptions that sex comes in 
our own standard sized package and since 
people's needs for love can be so overpowering 
and sometimes so crippling. 

The kinds of sex Humanists would like to 
discourage are exploitative and non-mutual. 
Thus even though it is the custom of the 
country that an Eskimo can lend his wife to a 
guest without consulting her, — although if 
she goes off on her own she is punished for 
adultery — this system does not fill the de- 
mand that every human being be responsible 
for his own relationships and that men and 
women are equal. Neither does it seem fair 
when a secretary has to sleep with her boss in 
order to keep her job. Nor when a person 
commits adultery in order to get revenge on 
his unloved spouse. And we would think it 
a waste to perform sexual acts as a routine, 
in or out of marriage. 

If sexual affairs could always be settled 
by reference to two people only, the world 
would have been a much simpler place. Un- 
fortunately, as is all too well known, people 
often jeopardize one relationship by entering 
upon another, and the hurt to the first partner 
is always to be reckoned with in the delicate 
balance of human equations. There are times 
when a little thought will show that the new 
gratification is not worth inflicting wounds on 
an old affection; at other times tolerance and 
understanding will nullify jealousy; and there 
are certainly occasions when with the best will 
in the world someone will get hurt. Since sexual 
love is worth so much to couples, and since 
only couples can consummate it, there are 
bound to be single people left out. As the 
world is arranged now these can sometimes 
be very unhappy citizens and we should prob- 
ably give more thought than we often do 
toward engaging in friendship and activity 
with them. For all its transcendant qualities, 
sexual experience is not the only giver of 
radiance in human life, dazzling though it 
sometimes seems. 
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Biographical Sketch of Dr. Vitali Negri 


Dr. Negri was born in Constantinople (now Istanbul), Turkey, 
on June 16, 1887. Graduating in 1906 from the University then 
known as the School of Constantinople where he majored in phi- 
losophy and also studied medicine, Dr. Negri received his Ph.D. 
degree in 1911, during which period he augmented his educational 
studies by extensive travel throughout Europe with special study 
courses at Izmir, Athens, and Paris. 


Arriving in New York City on December 28, 1912, he took two 
initial steps which he considers of major significance: one, he applied 
immediately for naturalization papers, and two, he enrolled for private 
and public classes in the study of English. The fruition of these 
steps occurred on May 18, 1920, the date he became an American 
citizen, and on June, 1933, the date his first English-written, Ameri- 
can-published book, THE CREATOR AND THE CREATED, came 


off the press to win its author such words of praise from reviewers 
and critics as these: 


“Dr. Negri’s work “The Creator and the Created’ shows him 
to be one of the world’s greatest philosophers today”. — “In every 
generation there appears a man apparently born before his time. 
Such a man was Socrates; so also Aristotle, Plato and Voltaire. So 
also, we believe, is Negri.”” — (Los Angeles Flash, Dec. 11, 1933.) 


Concerned always with humanity’s intellectual and social pro- 
gress, Dr. Negri was early active in various fraternal and educational 
societies, serving often as President. In 1921 he received the degree 
of Right Worshipful Master of a Masonic Lodge in New York. In 
the interest of freethought and while writing as a regular contribu- 
tor to a New York weekly newspaper, LA VARA, he began an 
unassuagable controversy by openly attacking religious superstition 
and those who preach religion, with the result that the paper’s 
editor and associates found themselves threatened with physical 


violence by an irate public who eventually boycotted the paper and 
closed its doors. 


In 1922, Dr. Negri moved to Los Angeles, where he now resides, 
and took educational post graduate work at U.S.C. and U.C.L.A. 
In 1923, the “Dr. Negri Philosophical Institute” was established. 
In June, 1927, Dr. Negri entered into private practice as psychiatrist, 
psychoanalyst and psychologist, which he still continues. In 1934, 
and for eight years following, he taught philosophy and psychology 
for the California State Board of Education. In 1942, he accepted the 
post of President of the Western Institute of Psychoanalysis where 
he remained for twelve successive years. In 1955, he served as Dean 
of the College of Multicomplex Psychology which trained and taught 
professional men and women exclusively in the Negri system of 
psychoanalysis. At present, he is Director of the Multicomplex 
Psychology Center at Los Angeles. 


Since 1933, Dr. Negri has written over 30 books on the subjects 
of science, education, psychology, and general and freethought 
philosophy. He has had innumerable magazine and newspaper articles 
published here and abroad, and was a featured contributor for many 
years of MIND MAGAZINE, a philosophical publication. He holds 
additional degrees of Ph.C. and D.C., and also the honorary degree 
of LL.D. He has received many awards and trophies from organiza- 
tions for his work and achievements in the fields of education, psy- 
chology, and freethought. 


Dr. Negri is a recognized exponent and leader of freethought 
and holds the life-time office of Honorary President of Freethinkers 
of Southern California. As an orator, he is fearless and dynamic, 
as a writer he is direct and courageous, and as a thinker he is pro- 
found and penetrative. He is an ardent admirer of freethinkers, Bene- 
dictus de Spinoza, Sigmund Freud, and Albert Einstein, whose lives 
and works are among his favorite lecture topics. He is a noted 
philosopher, psychiatrist, educator, and recognized leader of Ka- 
tionalists in his home state of California. We are indeed proud to 
welcome Dr. Negri as an Associate Eidtor of our American Ra- 
tionalist magazine. 
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Decline Of Freedom In 
Colleges Told 


Substantial evidence that aca- 
demic freedom went downhill in 
American universities during the 
1950’s has been detailed in a very 
comprehensive survey sponsored 
by the Fund for the Republic. 


The recently published report, 


entitled “The Academic Mind: 
Social Scientists in a Time of 
Crisis,” is based on answers by 


2451 social scientists associated 
with 165 colleges, The report lists 
990 different instances of adminis- 
trative action — mostly concerned 
with political conduct or belief — 
which resulted in 188 discharges, 
40 forced resignations, 118 with- 
held promotions, and 99 other 
kinds of discipline. 

Both academic freedom and 
teacher morale suffered as a re- 
sult of such administrative pres- 
sure, the report concluded. Some 
instructors showed defiance by 
joining controversial groups or 
reading controversial publications, 
but most compromised by qualify- 
ing their statements and ceasing 
political activities or public ap- 
pearances. 

Disquieting 


Doctor Louis M. Hacker, a Co- 
lumbia U. economics professor and 
a national ACLU board member, 
termed the report “deeply disquiet- 
ing.” 

“If universities are to be free, 
it is up to the professors them- 
selves to make it so; their protest 
votes and occasional raising of de- 
fiant voices are slender reeds of 
support against indifference and, 
in time of stress, hostility.” 

“Academic freedom and aca- 
demic due process can be assured 
only if an articulate community, 
created and constantly nurtured 
by the profesors, exists to defend 
them and if formal copies of pro- 
cedure are written into university 
regulations to define unequivocally 
their rights and responsibilities.” 

Dr. Hacker said that professors 
have been remiss in allowing uni- 
versity government to fall into 
the hands of nonacademic trustees 
and regents, legislative authorities 
and university administrators who 
both apply and succumb to pres- 
sures when “times are out of 
joint.” 

+ 

Adam and Eve were the first 
bookkeepers -—they invented the 
loose-leaf system. 


The Sacrilege Of Prayer 


by DR. VITALI NEGRI 
Noted Psychiatrist, Author, Philosopher, 
Educator and Associate Editor. 


It is undoubtedy true that the majority of 
men, women and children who sink to their 
knees in prayer to a “higher” power do so 
in earnest and zealous sincerity. The act of 
praying is defined as “‘an act of offering 


reverent petition,’ while the definition of 
“petition’’ is “a request — supplication or 
prayer.” 


We may gather, therefore, that any time 
a prayer is uttered or prepared for utterance 
it is fulfilling the mission of some form of re- 
quest. The person intent in prayer may be 
said to be intent upon requesting. He is asking 
for something. Inasmuch as he is asking for 
something, we may also assume that at present 
he has not — or thinks he has not — that for 
which he is asking. 

Now, in the Bible we are told in Matthew 
6, verse 8, “your Father knoweth what things 
ye have need of, before ye ask him.” 

If this is so, and if the individual believes i: 
without reservation, what then does he expect 
to gain by prayer? Why does he feel it so 
necessary to invoke the Almighty? Rather, 
should he not feel presumptious with his con- 
stant supplications of “Give me, O Heavenly 
Father,” followed by a long list of personal 
demands? 

Actually, are not such pleas but reminders 
of God's negligence in not already having 
granted that for which the individual is pray- 
ing? Is not man, by this insistent nagging of 
“give me, give me, give me” inferring God's 
lack of proper judgment? By begging God to 
reconsider his former decisions, retract his 
former denials, and to bestow his favors forth- 
with in the direction dictated by man, is not 
man allowing that the judgment of God is 
not law but whim? 

How vainglorious is man! And how foolish 
to set forth a personal desire as being sufficient 
reason to alter the course of cause and efect! 
Yet man is constantly entreating God to calm 
the ocean, abate the storm, send the rain, stop 
the rain, turn night into day, make the fire 
not to burn, restore life to the lifeless, etc. 

Nor are men agreed as to what they shall 
ask for, inasmuch as each man prays acording 
to his own needs which, more often than not, 
are the opposite of his neighbor's. One in- 
dividual prays for the sun to shine whereas 


another prays for rain. In the same manner 
two countries at war entrust their fighting per- 
sonnel to the merciful care of their God. Each 
country believes that God's ears are open to 
only one plea — its own. 


Are not such petitions as unreasonable as 
they are parasitical and hypocritical? And if 
there were a Divine Power which could arbi- 
trate by sparodically setting aside the laws of 
nature in answer to the prayers of one indi- 
vidual, one group, or one nation in preference 
to those of others, would not this power be 
inclined to view mankind collectively as being 
selfish, egotistical, and totally lacking in logic? 


Man is no longer one step out of the jungle 
that he may be excused for expecting his own 
particular wishes to intimidate or influence 
Nature. The laws which govern land, ocean, the 
coming of night and day, the eruption of a 
volcano, or life and death processes of matter, 
cannot be altered either by prayer or threat. 
Man has slowly learned, and is yet learning, 
to understand the laws of Nature and to uitilize 
that understanding for his own protection and 
survival. Yet even if he ignorantly believes 
in a personal God whose duty it is to take 
special care of Joe Doe above all else, it is 
amazing that he should require the perfection 
of the universe to be temporarily set aside 
while his own personal “Give me” is being 
especially attended to. 


Can God be Bribed? 


Any scientist will tell you that all sciences are 
based on certain laws which in turn are based 
on certain conditions. You can try to bribe 
the chemist to change laws of chemisty, but the 
laws will remain unchanged and all your ef- 
forts will be in vain. Natures’ laws, not being 
man-made, cannot be “‘shelved,”” “‘ratified,”’ 
or amended according to society's latest opinion 
or wish. 


The attitude of prayer is that of beseeching 
or throwing oneself upon the mercy of the 
source to which one prays. It is an emotional 
act, a resort of desperation, helplessness — an 
admission that the individual of himself cannot 
acomplish what he feels he must accomplish. 
He prays, therefore, in the hope that his need 
will gain the attention of some Superior being 
who has the power to intercede in his behalf. 
In a further effort to attract the ear and com- 
passion of his Benefactor, the individual offers 
extra forms of payment-in-return such as a 
promise of better behavior or various acts of 
renunciation and penance. 
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From man’s first active recognition of his 
own physical puniness, he has manufactured 
forms of worship or supplication to some type 
of god —animal, force, or personification oi 
Nature, or Spirit — which could be bribed by 
devious means to protect and favor him (the 
worshiper) above all others. Instinctively, he 
has sought to insure his own protection first, 
then that of his family, his friends, community, 
way of life, nation, or any other factor im- 
portant to himself. 

In his slow progress from the deepest mires of 
ignorance to its higher levels, man has con- 
tinued to follow this same childish course of 
trying to get what he wants by means of the 
lowest method — that of bribery. 

He has made other persons or some other 
object do penance for him; he has sacrificed his 
son or daughter (supposedly the most beloved 
of his possessions), his most precious or costly 
animal, his money by giving his wealth in the 
form of charity. And finally, he has offered 
himself. He has fasted, tortured his body, 
called himself vile names and made himself 
less than the dust, all in hope that at last his 
God would listen to his prayers and grant him 
the desires of his heart. 

Such a process has neither dignity nor ethics. 
If, as accorded by the belief of some, God 
created man in his own likeness, then the least 
man can do to show his gratitude is to behave 
like a god: to stand on his own two feet with 
courage, instead of sniveling in weakness and 
cowardice on his knees, and, more important, 
to use the brains and brain power which 
evolution has bestowed upon him. 

Man is superior to all the other creatures 
by virtue of the superiority of his brain. To- 
day that brain has made him master of land, 
sea, and air. The earth is traversed by him 
from pole to pole and around its total cir- 
cumference; yet this was not accomplished by 
prayer but by knowledge and action. The 
secrets of the universe are not revealed to man 
because he prayed that he might know them, 
but because he struggled and labored by the 
efforts of his brain to understand the eternal 
laws of nature. Yet today, despite the mental 
advancement of the few, some of the human 
species continue to cling to the same illogical, 
primitive beliefs conceived by their ancestors 
during their slow emergence out of the caves 
and deep forests of pre-historic ignorance. 


The Greatest Insult 


The offering of a bribe is itself a dishonest 
act. The one who offers it is naturally trying 
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to get something to which he is not entitled. If 
he were entitled to freely receive what he 
wants, there would be no necessity for the 
bribe, unless, of course, a total state of cor- 
ruption were prevalent. 


But what of the one who accepts the bribe? 
Is he not as guilty as he who offers it? What 
attitude would the honest man express? If one 
criminal offers a bribe to another, both are on 
the same level and neither takes offense. But 
if an ethical man is so approached, will he not 
either walk away in disgust, or else stay to 
rebuke or perhaps dissuade the other from 
his ignoble purpose > 

If God were a personality with human 
emotions and could be moved to pity, mercy, 
anger, revenge, and so on, would he not be 
righteously wrathful at the attempt of his own 
creation (man) to offer a bribe in return for 
a favor, such as the granting of a request for 
money or overlooking some misdemeanor like 
adultery, robbery, or murder? 

Would it not seem the height of insolence 
to find the miscreant praying on his knees for 
forgiveness, beseeching for himself, or through 
some agent of the church, that his confession 
and regrets be considered sufficient to wipe out 
his offense, and thus leave him morally free 
to commit another similar injustice and again 
beg on his knees for pity, understanding and 
forgiveness ? 

When we trespass a legal law, we do not 
attempt to bribe the judge of the court to 
decide in our favor. We are aware that such 
an attempt would be regarded as criminal and 
therefore punishable. Yet the judge is human 
and the laws he upholds are subject to change 
by man himself. How then do we think that 
the laws which govern the planets, the wind, 
rain, and tides are more amenable to our bribes, 
or that our desires are equal to altering or 
controlling the natural course of cause and 
effect? Do we truly believe that any amount 
or form of bribery would be more acepptable 
before a Divine Court than a human one? 

The nature of the majority of prayers is 
selfish. People petition for wealth, health, 
popularity, shrewdness, courage, conquest — 
power, justice, faith and other qualities and 
acquisitions, usually for the purpose of indi- 
vidual or community ‘gain which is to be won 
at the expense of some other person or com- 
munity. 

Would not any kind of god feel insulted at 
such grasping selfishness? And why beg at all? 
Is your God so careless that he forgets what to 
do and when to do it? Does he need to be re- 


minded of what and what not to do? If, ia 
accordance with the Bible, God wills as he sees 
fit, then why try to change his mind? Is it 
ethical to persist day in and day out that 
God must give you what you wish even though 
he originally willed the opposite? 

The logical man, the individual who under- 
stands the perfection of Nature, does not need 
to pray. Such a man is divorced from reliance 
upon superstition. Nor should such a man be 
regarded as one who is lacking in ethics. In- 


deed, the opposite is more apt to be true. 
The atheist or freethinker is not compelled to 
honesty because of fear of Divine punishment, 
but is honorable from free choice according to 
the deliberations of his intellect. 

The Rationalist’s answer to the adage: ““The 
family who prays together, stays together,” 
could well be, “He who preaches the efficacy 
of prayer is in reality preaching his doubt of 


the everlasting goodness of God and His omni- 
potence.”’ 


Sane Economics And The Nuclear Arms Race 


Dr. William C. Davidon, in a recent magazine 
article, made a startling observation. — He 
pointed out that in the event of a Nuclear War, 
a single Hydrogen-bomb could completely de- 
stroy the city of New York. An estimated 
seven and a half million casualties would re- 


sult, and the center of the city would be a 
volcanic lake. 


Dr. Davidon is an outstanding theoretical 
physicist at the Argonne Laboratories. The 
statement which he made is correct. The appal- 
ling thing is that this would mean that the 
casualties would be several times the combined 
total of the American casualties in the Re- 
volutionary War, Civil War, World War i 
and World War II, and the Korean War. 
World War III would be something to really 
reckon with! 


But we have a policy designed to deter such 
a possibility. It is the policy of massive re- 
taliation. Destroy our cities, and we are 
prepared to destroy the cities of our enemy. 
And we can: and they can! We have thous- 
ands of these bombs in our stock pile and the 
Soviet Union has thousands 6f these bombs in 
their stock pile. We have no intention of 
using them. They are here to deter — and we 
are all trigger-happy. 

Remember: we were shocked at the news, 
some years ago, that the Naizs had gutted Rot- 
terdam and massacred Amsterdam by bombing 
them from the air, as open cities. We were 
shocked when we heard that Warsaw had been 
leveled into a livid mass of rubble and charred 
flesh. How long did it take us to acquire the 
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evils of our enemies, so that our way of life 
and our morals could survive? We soon be- 
came accustomed to horror: perhaps we had to 
become callous. We were confronted with a 
holocust, which required it. We had to take 
on many of the veils of violence, which we 
were forced to combat. Yet, remember too, 
how insensitive we became to starck events, 
foreign to our values. Not many years after 
Rotterdam and Amsterdam, we did not shiver 
when we roasted 185,000 men and women and 
children to death, in the incendiary raids over 
Tokyo. True, it is said that the man who drop- 
ped the A-bomb over Hiroshima is now psy- 
chotic. How sane are we? 


Bertrand Russell, in a speech early this year, 
in Manchester said: “Man, like other meat 
eating animals, is considerably addicted to 
ferocity and always has been; but unlike most 
carnivora, his ferocity is mainly directed against 
his own species . . . | think that in the past, 
although people have been as ferocious as 
they knew how to be, and have done each 
other as much harm as they could, there were 
limits to their skill, and the harm they could 
do to each other was not enough to wipe out 
the species. But now things are different; now, 
that same degree of ferocious feeling, which 
has always existed, is capable of wiping out the 
whole human race. And we've got to face, 
therefore, the fact that unless we can learn 
to feel less hatred for each other, we cannot 
go on. The race cannot survive, unless it learns 
a greater degree of toleration and mutual 
kindliness.” 
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In a conversation which | had recently in 
Maryland with Dr. Jerome Frank, he pointed 
out that people do not want to hear of these 
things. They have a stereotype view of the 
enemy and want to feel that they are more 
powerful in potential violence. In our culture, 
men and women do not want to look at the 
facts, if they are disagreeable or too difficult. 
Dr. Frank is head of the department of Psy- 
chiatry at Johns Hopkins Medical School. He 
is right. But this is written for Rationalists, 
who presumably are willing to look at the 
facts. 

We are in a mad Arms Race! And yet the 
Russians know that they cannot win a modern 
war. We know that we cannot win a modern 
war. We can only destroy. 

And yet: I heard over the radio, while | 
was shaving, last Sunday morning, that our 
budget for the cold war and for armaments, 
in the coming year, would amount to something 
over forty billion dollars. (A billion is a thou- 
sand million). The Wall Street Journal recently 
caried an item pointing out that Russia's 
budget for the same general purpose would 
amount to about one hundred and sixty-five 
billion rubles. Broadly translated into American 
funds, this is equivalent to about the same as 
our allocation for massive retaliation. All over 
the world, the tax bill for armaments amounts 
to something over a hundred billion dollars a 
year. 

Patrick Henry comes to mind: it was he 
who thought that taxation without representa- 
tion was bad. It was; but he should see it 
now, with representation. 

But in the Wall Street Journal appeared an- 
other item, on November sixth, indicating that 
Philip Noel-Baker had been awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize. It was he who helped draft the 
United Nations charter in 1945. He is the 
author of the well documented book: ‘The 
Arms Race’. He is quoted by the Journal as 
saying: “War is a damnable, filthy thing and 
has destroyed civilization after civilization; 
that is the essence of my beliefs. If the opinion 
of the people could only be mobilized into an 
active movement, | believe we could have dis- 
armament in a week.” 

I had an opportunity to gauge this public 
opinion, of which Noel-Baker spoke. In the 
latter part of October, I accompanied Mr. 
Norman Cousins, Editor of the Saturday Re- 
view, across the country on a speaking tour, 
and occasionally spoke myself. | watched these 
audiences and listened to the questions which 
were asked. The questions, even in most con- 
servative circles, indicated agreement with the 
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viewpoint of a SANE Nuclear Policy, and show- 
ed an eagerness for adequate information. The 
Ostrich was beginning to pull his head out of 
the sand! I noticed that in Oakland, Denver, 
Chicago, New York and in Baton Rouge, the 
papers and magazines rarely omitted an item 
or article dealing in fallout, or the Arms Race. 
What a change in public opinion has taken 
place in the past two or three years! 


Bertrand Russell is right: we face a great 
crisis in the history of the human race. We face 
the challenge of survival. We have in our 
stockpiles nuclear weapons which, if they were 
to be used in a World War III, could destroy 
all life on earth. In a few days, as | write 
this, will appear the motion picture “On the 
Beach", produced by United Artists, which 
points out this dilemma with superb artistry. We 
are spending all over the world, well over 
a hundred billion dollars a year for armaments. 
This is far more than the total income of that 
third of the human race which is less fortunate 
than the other two thirds. 


And yet few of us are aware of the details 
of the present Geneva Conference for a ban 
on the testing of nuclear weapons. And tov 
few people are concerned that those in the 
Pentagon building are currently urging a re- 
sumption of nuclear arms testing at a time 
when it is the avowed policy of our govern- 
ment to seek a test-ban with adequate safe- 
guards. We do not seem to be too appalled 
that General De Gaulle has announced thai 
France intends to test her own nuclear weapons 
in the Sahara desert. 

We face an immense choice. We can seek 
to strengthen the United Nations and seek 
to find a rational solution to the problems of 
survival. We can face our problems, or we 
can attempt to sweep them under the rug. We 
can do mushroom thinking or we can dis- 
energize the ominous nuclear mushroom which 
hovers over the horizon. 

Modern war is obsolete. It is our greatest 
remaining superstition. We talk brotherhood 
and reason and prepare to spend over forty 
billions of dollars, in this country, in the com- 
ing year, for massive violence — in order to 
prevent it. 

Most economic statistics seem to lack feeling. 
Here are some statistics with feeling, as pointed 
out by General Hugh Hester and Jerome Davis, 
in their recently published book: “On the 
Brink”” (Lyle Stuart): What if we took a 
substantial part of the forty billion dollars 
and put it to constructive use — rationally? 
What if we took thirty-four billion dollars and 


put them to use? What could be done with 
them? 


The money would give us: 


1. 200,000 new high schools 

20,000 new elementary schools 

20,000 new University buildings 
20,000 new college dormitories 
2,000,000 scholarships of $1,000 eaca 
20,000 centers for cancer and heart re- 
search 

7. 400,000 new ten thousand dollar homes 

— And in addition to this, the money would 
provide: 

8. 286,000 men and women trained as 
psychologists to help the mentally ill, 
and to do research in crime prevention 
and prison reform. 

9. 286,000 men and women trained to do 
research in various departments of State 
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and Federal Government science work. 

10. 286,000 college teachers trained for 
seven years 

11. 500,000 high school teachers trained 
for four years 

12. 246,000 experts to do research in il- 
literacy, hunger and disease 

13. There would be several billion dollars 
left over. It has been suggested that 
this sum could be used to reduce our 
National debt and our taxes. (So that 
Patrick Henry could rest easier in his 
grave!) 

. . . And all this in one year. 


This is the time to think and ask questions, 
and to seek rational answers. The time now 
is eleven o'clock in the calendar of events... 
if we wait ‘til midnight, it will be too late 


to meet the problems of tomorrow. 
+ 


by RICHARD A. IBANEZ 
Member of the Los Angeles 


Bar Association 


Delivered Sunday, December 13, 1959, at the 


First Unitarian Church in Los Angeles. 


The thesis of my subject is that the events 
happening in Cuba under the leadership of 
Castro are symptomatic of basic changes which 
are taking place not only in Cuba and Latin 
America but, to a greater or lesser degree, 
throughout the other so-called under-developed 
countries of the world. 

In Cuba, and elsewhere, curently more es- 
pecially in the Caribbean and Central Americas, 
there are angry young men; young men who, 
according to some people, are advocating 
heresy by refusing to accept the status quo; 
they demand action, they demand a change 
or overhaul of the political and economic 
system under which they live. They want a 
change because in the past the system has 
denied, and in the present it continues to 
deny, privileges and opportunities to the many 
in order to give them to the few. 

These young men will not be silenced nor 
will they stay put. In this post-Dulles period 
of visitation-diplomacy, as we are embarked 
on a mission to make friends and influence 
people throughout the world in competition 
with that super-salesman Mr. K.; these angry 
men keep rocking the boat, and saying nasty 
things about us. We are embarrassed and 
dont’ know just what to do, realizing, perhaps, 
that whatever we do in Cuba, we'll be damned 


if we do, and we'll be damned if we don't. 
The best that Madison Avenue can offer by 
way of a public relations program, is not good 
enough. In the eyes of the world, and es- 
pecially in the eyes of Latin Americans, we 
are the rich, powerful nation, and Cuba is the 
poor and down-trodden underdog. Castro is 
admired for his spunk, and for his courage in 
standing up and talking back to us, even 
though his judgment may be questioned. 


In dealing with Castro, our leaders seek to 
reconcile the conflicting views towards Cuba 
existing in our country; the point of view of 
the American investor, who stands to lose in 
Cuba; the Pentagon, whose plans for hemi- 
spheric defense were running so smoothly under 
Batista, but which now have blown up with 
Castro; and finally, the point of view of some 
of the experts in our own State Department 
who realize the importance of keeping our Latin 
American friends and not alienating them by 
our policy in Cuba. Herbert L. Matthews, 
editorial board specialist on Latin American 
Affairs, writing in the New York Times, a few 
weeks ago stressed our need for the good 
will of all of the Latin American countries for 
many reasons, besides hemispheric defense, 
namely, economically, in the assembly of the 
United Nations as well as in the court of World 
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Opinion. He adds, as does Betty Kirk, in an 
article entitled “Our Zig Zag Policy in Latin 
America” appearing in “The Nation’, that 
there seems to be no policy in our State De- 
partment as to Latin America; that no Secretary 
of State since Cordell Hull has made a close 
study of Latin American Affairs or attempted 
to eliminate the causes of “Anti-Yankeeism.” 


American People 


To the average American whose critical 
evaluation of world problems is to divide the 
world between the “Good Guys” and the “Bad 
Guys’’, and whose chief pre-occupations are 
to compare the size and shape of the fins on 
this year's models with those of the year before, 
and to debate whether or not the compact 
cars, now hitting the market, are here to stay, 
it is difficult to be interested in, much less to 
understand, a social and political revolution, 
even though it is going on right in our own 
back yard. This is understandable. It has been 
more than 180 years since the happening of 
our own American Revolution and that is a 
long time, long enough to forget many things; 
how revolutionary leaders act, for exmaple; 
to forget that a total revolution, such as is 
now going on in Cuba, is somehting more than 
what occurs here at home following a general 
election, when one political party goes out, 
and another goes in. 

That the difference between Pre-Castro Cuba 
and Castro-Cuba was to be something more 
than the difference between Tweedle-Dee and 
Tweedle-Dum became apparent almost in the 
wake of Castro's triumphant entry into Cuba 
less than a year ago. Writing of that triumphant 
entry William Atwood, foreign editor for 
“Look Magajine’’ who was in Cuba during the 
change: “As a symbol of resistance to a brutal 
and corrupt dictatorship, Castro was a living 
legend and a national hero before turning 30. 
When he drove into Havana with his ‘Bar- 
budos’ last January he was a knight in shining 
armor, leading an army with banners. He was 
like De Gaulle in liberated Paris’. 

Just six months after Castro's entry into 
Havana, | was in Cuba. With my interest 
aroused by what | had read about the revolu- 
tion, and, in particular, by my knowledge of 
the almost incredulous story of Castro's life, [ 
was an eager listener wherever | went. If there 
are a people who love to talk, it’s the Cubans, 
and no subject could prompt a greater tor- 
rent of talk than the subject of Castro and 
the Revolution. | had a tremendous advantage 
in this regard, speaking and understanding 


12 ¢ The American Rationalist 


Spanish like a native, as I do. Everywhere 
| went, | was impressed by the spirit of the 
people, as well as their belief and hope that 
this was the beginning of a new age for 
Cuba. I talked to many people, soldiers, 
waiters, students, newspaper men, peasants, 
doctors, judges and lawyers. I visited “La 
Cabana” where the political prisoners were 
waiting for trial. I saw everywhere, even in 
‘La Cabana’, a spirit, a zeal, a devotion to 
a cause that resembled a religious fervor. 


Castro Meant Business 


This spirit and zeal on the part of the people 
was misinterpreted by some of the conservative 
Cubans, who supported Castro in his efforts 
to get rid of Batista. The reason for this 
is that the differences which followed, after 
Castro took over, turned out to be more than 
just getting rid of a hated dictator. The bearded 
elader and his bearded followers meant what 
they said at the Sierra Maestra about reforms 
for Cuba and its people. The “Barbudos” 
meant business, much to the dismay and dis- 
appointment of the conservatives who actively 
or passively helped Castro. Some of them 
believed that when the revolution was over, 
and Batista thrown out, there would be some 
kind of fan-fare, some kind of action taken 
to show, at least on paper, and perhaps by 
deed, but not too extensively nor too seriously, 
that the program of the revolution was moving 
forward. But as soon as the fan-fare was over, 
they thought, and some money was passed 
around in Latin-American fashion, everything 
would return to normal, that is, to what ic 
was before the revolution. The faces of the 
persons in government would change but the 
system would go on, as before, they thought. 
Changes of this kind in government were very 
familiar to the Cubans, as they are to all Latin 
Americans. 

But, what took place was more than a 
change of face. Not since the dictatorship of 
Porfirio Diaz in Mexico was overthrown fifty 
years ago, after an iron-rule of thirty years, 
has there been a social revolution in Latin 
America, which has completely wiped out the 
old with the new, as has happened in Cuba. 
All traces of the existing government of Batista 
have disappeared, the police, the army, the 
navy, the judiciary, the legislative, and the 
executive branches, not a single office holder 
has remained. The slate had been wiped 
clean. With the ardor and the zeal of the 
fanatics the young revolutionaries started to 
clean house. Faustino Perez, Minister for The 


Recovery of Stolen Property, went to work. 
All loot acquired at the expense of the govern- 
ment under Batista, which had not escaped the 
country, would be recouped for the benefit 
of the revolutionary government. 


A sign was placed in the office of the 
Ministry of Treasury reading: ““We must be- 
come accustomed to being honest.”’ This was 
the attitude of the new official, inspired by the 
zeal for a cause, which now prevails in Cuba, 
a contrast to the Batista government which, it 
is conservatively estimated, stole at least one- 
third of the country’s 350 million dollar an- 
nual budget. 

As the course of the revolution began to 
take shape, following the overthrow of Batista, 
it became evident that Castro intended to do 
more than to eliminate graft and penalize 
those who had benefitted financially under 
Batista at the expense of the country. His 
promises made at the Sierra Maestra, where he 
started his revolution, were not political slogans 
alone. They wer blue-prints which he wanted 
to translate into action without delay, the 
agrarian reform, the breaking up of the huge 
landed estates, the diversification of the Cuban 
economy, the improvement of the standard ct 
living of all Cubans, especially that of the rural 
population. 


Castro Creates Enemies 


With direct action to implement his reforms, 
such as Castro is taking, mistakes are going to 
be made, friends are going to become enemies, 
the sweet will become bitter, and even a hero 
can become a villain by turning from a “‘good 
guy’ to a “bad guy’. We have seen evidence 
of this in our own American press, in the 
treatment of Castro. Latin-American corre- 
spondent, for example, who early in the Re- 
volution wrote glowing language about Castro, 
now writes red-baiting articles about him which 
may prompt the reader to wonder, as | did, 
whether the Dubois who authored the book 
about Castro and the Cuban Revolution, is the 
same Dubois who is now red-baiting Castro. 


How to appraise Castro and the Revolution 


Can it be that a “good guy’ becomes a 
“bad guy’” when he takes action to try to make 
the word and the act agree? As reasonable- 
minded men and women how should we ap- 
praise Castro and the Cuban Revolution? 
Should we apply to this 33-year old revo- 
lutionary leader, who has devoted his entire 
adult life to the cause of social justice, and 


to his government made up of young men, 
with an experience of less than 1|'2 months ia 
government, the same critical yardstick that, 
in our country, one political party applies to 
another in order to see nothing of worth, 
nothing of merit? Or rather, should we look 
at this neighboring island country of six million, 
its leaders and its revolution, in the background 
of its history, its economy, its problems, and 
thus placed in context try to understand and 
evaluate what is going on? With this latter 
approach in mind let's take a look at Cuba 
and at Castro. 


Geography, Population and Economy 


Cuba is an island, the largest of the West 
Indies, being 730 miles lang and varying in 
width from 22 to 160 miles. Its population ‘s 
six million, one million residing in the city of 
Havana. Cuba, unlike Puerto Rico, is not 
overpopulated and its resources could sustain 
comfortably a larger population if its economy 
were geared to serve the needs of its people. 

Cuba has a potential for a diversified eco- 
nomy, but it continues to be dependent upon 
a single crop in the traditional colonial pattern. 
Two-thirds of its national income stems from 
sugar, directly or indirectly. 82 percent of the 
exports, 75 percent of its rail traffic, is sugar. 
The industry represents an investment of over 
650 million dollars of which almost half be- 
longs to United States interests. A dozen or 
so American interests own sugar mills whica 
amount for nearly 40 percent of the total 
production of sugar. 

But as significant as the concentration of the 
economy into a single-crop is the concentration 
of land ownership in the hands of a few. “A 
man who does not possess land”, says a Ba- 
bylonian Talmud, “‘is not a man’. The young 
bearded and idealistic men of Cuba are sincere 
in their effort to make men out of Cubans. 
In this connection, let me hurriedly survey the 
facts as taken from a definitive edition on the 
Cuban economy, recently published by the Pan 
American Bulletin: Seventy-six percent, that is, 
over three-fourths of the total land area of 
Cuba is owned or controlled by sugar and 
cattle companies. Ninety-six individuals or 
private companies own or control one-fourth 
of the total land surface area. 

More than one-quarter of a million families 
own no land at all. They are squatters, share- 
croppers, tenants, wandering laborers whose 
lives are tuned to the cycle of the sugar cane 
harvest. In three months of the season they 
work in the fields at three dollars a day. No 
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man can expect to work every day; there are 
too many seeking labor. A man is lucky if he 
can work one day out of three. His income 
will range from $90.00 to $150.00 a year. 
On this he must feed, clothe and shelter his 
family. 

The rural peasant population, most acutely 
affected by the single-crop economy, make up 
a full forty percent of the total population of 
Cuba. Of this forty percent, 67 percent can 


A Rationalist Renaissance 


(Conclusion) 


The need for such modern scientific human- 
ism will become more pressing as time goes 
on. If for no other reason it will have to be 
found in order to prevent the disintegration 
of our present civilization in the Western World 
where the discrepancy between scientific knowl- 
edge and religious concepts have developed a 
mental and moral sickness which in the lan- 
guage of the psychiatrist can only be described 
as schizophrenia. 

The widespread social acceptance of tradi- 
tional theistic organized religion by men and 
women living in and working with the tools of 
the modern scientific age is much more than 
intellectual dishonesty, It is really a sign of 
mental illness. It creates split personalities not 
occasionally, but as a regular product of our 
mass civilization. 

What will future generations think of the 
spectacle, one that | am sure can be found in 
many instances, of a modern astrophysicist who 
spends five days a week studying new galaxies, 
yet thinks nothing of going to church on Sun- 
day and worshipping a personal god in heav- 
en? What will they think—if they still can 
think—of a modern biochemist involved in the 
new experiments, linking certain types of ab- 
normal mental and even criminal behavior to 
deficiency in certain proteins, who on Sundays 
goes to a church where he worships a cruel and 
vindictive God sitting in judgment over Man's 
original sin? What will they think of the mil- 
lions who accept modern psychology as a mat- 
ter of fact and have their own guilt complexes 
analyzed away once a week at the couch of 
their analyst, yet send their children to Sun- 
day school where they will be taught to live in 
the fear of God who will punish them for their 
every sin? 

If we consider the proud claims of the tradi- 
tional churches especially in our own United 
States that millions are experiencing a revival 
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neither read or write. 80 percent suffer from 
serious health problems, most of which stem 
from malnutrition. 

This single-crop economy; this concen- 
tration of land ownership; this plight of the 
rural population briefly stated here, is enough 
to give us an idea of the magnitude of the 
problem which faces Fidel Castro in carrying 
out his Agrarian Reform. 


by MARTIN HALL 


of old time religion and are willing to be 
“saved,” if we think of the nauseating use of 
religious symbols in every field of govern- 
mental activities, the increased use of relig- 
ious language in the style of the crusades of 
the Middle Ages by the spokesmen of our 
government for foreign policy, the contradic- 
tion between our professed beliefs and our 
actual motivations stares us in the face. 

Today's religious mass revivals will not sur- 
vive, just as the counter-reformation which fol- 
lowed the reformation could not survive and 
for the identical reason: Neither has a satisfy- 
ing answer for the times. 

Nor will the mass appeal for the many rec- 
ipes for “peace of mind” be sustained. In an 
age where large parts of the world are being 
shaken by two simultaneous revolutions, the 
anti-capitalist and the anti-colonial revolution, 
and where revolts within the socialist block 
signify new stresses within the orbit of a 
planned socialist society, there is no “peace of 
mind.” In an age where the need for more and 
more specialization has compartmentalized our 
knowledge to a point where no one individual 
seems to be able any more to grasp the totality 
of the knowledge of his age, there is no “‘peace 
of mind” for those working on the integration 
of the sciences. In a world where mass society, 
even where it succeeds by the method of over- 
all planning to achieve freedom from want, 
has created new stresses of its own to make 
freedom from fear the paramount issue of our 
day, there is no “peace of mind.” In a world 
where the Frankenstein monster of atomic and 
nuclear power threatens to become master over 
life and death of the human race, “‘peace of 
mind” has become the desperate cry of the 
cowardly who refuse to face reality. 

Man, having freed himself at last from the 
belief in a supernatural force which decides for 
him what he and he alone can and must decide, 


must learn to live with this awesome respon- 
sibility without hankering for the apron strings 
of old-fashioned religion whose dogma he can 
no longer honestly accept. 


It is this problem of intellectual honesty by 
which we are faced constantly. Even for those 
who conceive of God, as did Spinoza, as the 
principle of order in the universe, it is not 
only dishonest, but actually blasphemous to 
pray for something to happen which could only 
come about as the result of a supernatural in- 
terference into that very same order. Yet, there 
are all too many who do not even realize the 
dilemma in which they find themselves. If we 
cannot find the courage to live the lonely life 
of the modern Rationalist, who walks without 
the crutches of superstition or the consolation 
of the promise in a “‘life hereafter,"” we have 
no right to think of ourselves as modern Man. 
If in the search for a better world we are not 
spurred by a sense of personal responsibility to 
use our power of reason to build such a world 
here and now, we are only trying to escape 
from the challenge of our scientific age which 
calls upon us to build the good life without 
relying on the “grace of God.” 


In Man's search for the good society, his 
aspirations are changing in content as well as 
in the emphasis which he puts on the various 
goals he pursues, Social justice, economic se- 
curity, a planned and orderly society, more and 
more on a world-wide rather than on a na- 
tional basis, have in one way or another been 
accepted as legitimate goals by an ever grow- 
ing sector of humanity. New and higher de- 
mands are taking on a greater urgency only 
after a solution to the basic problems of sur- 
vival, such as the production of sufficient food 
for our fast growing world population, and the 
renunciation of war as an instrument to settle 
international disputes have at least come with- 
in sight. The closer we come to a state of free- 
dom from want, that much more ,"+es freedom 
from fear in all its implications for individual 
freedom become the central issue. Freedom of 
thought, the right to question, the right to dis- 
sent, to forever seek better and more satisfy- 
ing solutions of the many individual problems 
created by modern mass society—these have 
become more and more the vital issues to oc- 
cupy the minds of thinking people everywhere. 


Thus, the concept of individual freedom, of 
the dignity of Man, is changing before our 
eyes from what it meant to the early nineteenth 
century. It is still an ethical principle; but, as 
all human concepts, it is intrinsically interwoven 
with new concepts of what modern man con- 


siders equally essential qualities of a just and 
humane society. 

War, poverty and disease have been for a 
long time considered as disasters over which 
we could have no control. Priestly religion has 
appealed to the people who were tortured by 
these plagues with the consolation of a better 
life “‘hereafter."” By so doing the spokesmen 
of institutional religion would not only justify 
the kind of conditions out of which war, 
poverty, and disease would arise again and 
again, but they would successfully keep the 
people from overcoming by their own actions 
these obstacles to their happiness. Now, that 
we at last realize that war with its new power 
of potentially total annihilation can no longer 
be considered a reasonable instrument to settle 
differences between nations, now that we know 
that poverty is unnecessary and therefore no 
longer morally defensible if we only use our 
knowledge of food production and organized 
distribution in a reasonable way, now that 
medical science is conquering one after the 
other of Man’s mortal diseases hitherto con- 
sidered incurable, the old answers of priestly 
religion have become invalid. 

War, in other words, is no longer “God's 
punishment for Man."’ Poverty can no longer 
be looked upon as some sort of judgment by 
God upon the less successful of our fellow- 
men, meted out for reasons we can never 
understand. Nor are we any longer willing to 
accept sickness as some heaven-ordained fate 
against which we have no right to rebel. 

Social justice, peace, and an abundant life 
for all have become ethical postulates because 
we know that it is within our power as ra- 
tional human beings to achieve these goals by 
our own efforts, and that we will have no one 
else to blame but ourselves if we fall short of 
these goals. 

The scientific method has made it possible 
for us to arrive at this point of human develop- 
ment. In this sense science has made it possible 
to humanize our values. 

J. Bronowski in his above mentioned series 
of talks at M. I. T. has made a most convinc- 
ing defense of science against the often heard 
accusation, that, on the contrary, science has 
de-humanized society. Says Bronowski: 

“Like the other creative activities which 
grew from the Renaissance, science has hu- 
manized our values . Men have asked 
for freedom, justice, respect, precisely as the 
scientific spirit has spread among them. The 
dilemma of today is not that human values 
cannot control a mechanical science. It is the 
other way about: The scientific spirit is more 
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human than the machinery of government. 
We have not let either the tolerance or the 
empiricism of science enter the parochial 
rules by which we still try to prescribe the 
behavior of nations, Our conduct of states 
clings to a code of self-interest which sci- 
ence has, like humanity, long left behind.”’ 

This then is the challenge that faces the Ra- 
tionalist and Humanist. He must realize that if 
change is the prerequisite for life, it is even 
more so the pre-condition for human progress. 
He may fight the obstacles to Man's highest 
fulfilment wherever he confronts them and at 
whatever point, to him, seems the most press- 
ing. He will see in such widely different hu- 
man activities as the isolation of a new virus to 
conquer an old disease in the quiet of a lab- 
oratory, or in the fight of a Southern Negro 
for his right to the empty front seat in a bus 
in Montgomery, Alabama, or in the agreement 
by international convention to stop nuclear 
tests, or in the open demand for the right to 
dissent by a student, whether it is voiced in 
Moscow University or at Columbia, he will see 
all these and a thousand other acts of mod- 
ern Man as part and parcel of the same drive 
to fulfill the highest potential of his race. As a 
Rationalist he will be driven by his personal 
feeling of social responsibility; as a scientist he 
will remain aware that, no matter what pro- 
gress he will be able to make, no matter how 
many new insights he will gain in his particular 
field, it can never be more than an approxima- 
tion of the truth which he seeks, just as human 
society, whatever form it will take over the 
centuries, will never be perfect. For that so- 
ciety which claims to have found the final solu- 
tion to the problems of men living and work- 
ing with men, that society is doomed. The end 
of change is the end of life. 

This is what Goethe meant when he let his 
Faust say to Mephistopheles when he signs his 
pact with the devil: 

“When I will say to the moment in time: 
Stand still! You are so beautiful! 

Then you can put me in chains, 

Then | will gladly perish!” 

Man’s faith in Man, Man's compassion for 
his fellow human beings, as Albert Schweitzer 
has put it, Man's “reverence for life,’’ must be- 
come the ethical impetus to propel the human 
race forward towards its highest goals. To the 
degree that we will make progress along these 
paths, to that degree will Man be able to throw 
away the last crutches of superstition, the last 
reliance on supernatural power. Then and only 
then will Man at last walk the earth proudly, 
serenely, and truly free. 
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READERS’ FORUM 


Dear Dr. Coate: 

I have read your editorial in the November- 
December, 1959, issue of the American Rationalist 
with keen interest, and believe it to be not only 
beneficial to the freethought movement in particular 

. but to humanity as a whole. 

The ten point program you suggest is practical, 
democratic, educational and, above all, sufficiently 
broad in scope to provide the much needed plat- 
form from which all, or at least many, liberal 
groups may unite in positive action toward common 
goals. 

I certainly do not feel that its exclusion verbatim 
of the designations “anti-religion,” “anti-Catholi- 
cism,” “anti-superstition’ and “anti-anthropo- 
morphism” need cause any alarm among free- 
thought leaders and followers, as it is automatically 
understood, or should be, that these tenets (which 
are continually repeated, emphasized, and incor- 
porated into all articles appearing in the AR) are 
the very base from which the ten points spring. 

If freethought rationalism must first “tear down” 
in order to clear the ground for new foundations, 
we must also take care to proportionately “build 
up,” and I believe your 10 Point Program affords 
and offers this opportunity. 

Congratulations, Dr, Coate, on your farsighted- 
ness, your constructive ideals, and your realized 
success in the editorial field. There is much work 
ahead, but with the combined enthusiasm and de- 
termination of freethought leaders and workers 
under your able direction, we may look forward to 
further progress. 

I anticipate with pleasure your future editorials 
and ideas. 

Sincerely yours, 
Vitali Negri 
* * *” 
Editor: The Indianapolis Star: 

The Star’s editorial of October 4 entitled “New 
Name for Communism” cries aloud for correction 
and rebuttal. 

In attempting to equate Humanism (Spanish: 
el humanismo) with communism, the Star’s editors 
misquoted and misinterpreted Corliss Lamont’s re- 
marks about the Humanist approach to truth. 
What Dr. Lamont really says on page 184 of “The 
Philosophy of Humanism” is this: “Practice or 
workability is the TEST of A truth, not the source 
of it. The truth of any idea does not lie IN veri- 
fication; we are able to prove it true THROUGH 
verification. An idea is true if it works, not be- 
cause it works, for it already was true and cor- 
responding to objective reality.”” This definition of 
truth is the one used by all scientists, including 
those responsible for the benefits enjoyed by news- 
paper editors. The Humanist approach to truth 
is that of the scientist and not that of the com- 
munist or Marxist. 

Also, if the Star’s editors had bothered to read 
ALL of Dr. Lamont’s “Philosophy of Humanism,” 
they would have found that Humanism is respected, 
a philosophical position quite different from com- 
munism or Marxism, that Humanism is a world- 
view completely committed and dedicated to the 
democratic way of life and to the upholding of 
the worth and dignity of the individual human 
personality. Humanism is the basic philosophy of 











at least one major religious denomination in 
Indianapolis and is adhered to by many thousands 
of loyal American citizens. 

Further, it is not wise for editors to base their 
opinions upon the ranting outbursts of publications 
issued from the Dominican Republic, for the press 
in that unhappy dictatorship is the personal] tool 
of one of the most antidemocratic tyrants ever 
to blacken the pages of history. 

As a loyal American and a devout Humanist, I 
urge the Star to present a more balanced and 
fair approach to Humanism, which, after all, was 
essentially the philosophy of the founders of our 
great country. 

Edd Doerr, Indianapolis, Ind. 
* * ok 
Friendly Florida Greetings: 

What wonderful work you people are doing with 
your magazine! Rational thinking is the urgent 
need today. 

Surely, too, all rational, thinking people should 
combine. Your own and Barnes’ work here are 
so hopeful. 

I was pleased to see Harry Mongold review my 
own book favorably. From the enclosed you'll see 
that leading humanists the world over praise this 
book in the highest terms. 

I'd be happy to write for your magazine. 

Best wishes in your own fine work! 

Gordon Caulfeild 
* * ok 
Mr. A. T. Burch, Assoc. Editor, 
Chicago Daily News, 
400 W. Madison Street, 
Chicago 6, Illinois. 
Dear Mr. Burch: 

As we read, in shame, of these senseless smear- 
ings of swastikas and the desecration of tombstones, 
how can we help wondering whether the image of 
an advanced and enlightened civilization which we 
carry about, is anything more than a fantasy? How 
far have we progressed beyond barbarism when any 
people must suffer such indignities because of the 
accident of religious difference? 

The worth of the individual is determined solely 
by the degree of integrity which has come to him 
out of his heredity, his home, his education and 
his relations with his fellows. 

Whether, in parallel with these factors, he, by 
chance, professes this or that religion is totally 
irrelevant. Integrity does not rest on beliefs. The 
eight accused policemen probably are all Christians! 

The parents of the miscreants who have per- 
formed these deeds of shame are the guilty ones for 
having passed on their baseless obsessions and 
blind hates to their young people. 

Sincerely yours, 
Arthur B. Hewson. 
* ok + 
Editors, Time, Inc., 
Rockefeller Center, 
New York City. 
Sirs: 

All this discussion of national purpose appears 
to stem from an inexcusable ignorance of our 
history. 

The Preamble of the Constitution affirms that we 
are established “in order to form a more perfect 
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Union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, 
provide for the common defense, promote the 
general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty.” 
The Articles of the Constitution and the Bill of 
Rights, as the Founding Fathers saw it, provided 
the framework for the accomplishment of these 
purposes. 

It. would be far better to ask ourselves whether 
we heave achieved these stated purposes. Have we 
formed a more perfect Union? Have we insured 
domestic tranquility? Have we established justice? 
Have we secured the blessings of liberty? 

Need I point out that our present day industrial 
strife, our rampant racialism, our subversion of 
the Bill of Rights, our continuous wrangling over 
States’ Rights, our failure to implement equality 
of opportunity, our ignoring in many instances of 
the general welfare, and many other phenomena 
of present day United States, indicate that we have 
failed to achieve our stated national purposes 
rather than that we do not have any national pur- 
poses. 

Would it be presumptious to ask the President 
of the United States, the candidates for the Presi- 
dency, politicians, editors and just ordinary citizens 
to read the Preamble of the Constitution and to 
ponder its meaning and implication. 

Sincerely, 
William E. Zeuch. 
Romoland, Calif. 


* * * 


Editor, Democrat and Chronicle, N.Y.: 


PEACE is a promise that Hope, through all the 
ages, has been whispering to mankind. Will our 
generation be the first to realize this great hope 
and promise? Will it be the last to trod this old 
globe? If ever mankind was at the crossroads 
of destiny, it is today; the era of nuclear fission for 
unlimited energy to serve man, and to carry him 
to the stars; or, into the abyss of unlimited de- 
struction in a matter of moments. Is it possible 
to hope that this generation will be the first to 
know actual and lasting peace? There is so much 
hatred, misunderstanding, and mistrust among all 
mankind. The explosion of total destruction lies in 
the hands of many thousands of men, any one of 
which might become “trigger-happy” and set the 
world aflame by one inconsiderate or impetuous 
act! There are also great contending political, re- 
ligious, social and private interest forces that 
would insist that any Peace must be their kind of 
peace, and seem willing to sacrifice all humanity 
to exact it only on their terms. To have a real 
and indestructible fellowship and peace among 
all men must come by arbitration, compromise, and 
an equal sharing of both the gains and losses, 
as well as the full sense of responsibility of the 
obligations on all sides to respect the rights and 
prerogatives of all the others. 

It is heard on all sides “That war is unthinkable”, 
yet, who are willing to share the obligations, the 
many sacrifices, and honest efforts to MAKE WAR 
IMPOSSIBLE”? Talk is cheap, and of no value, :f 
it is not accompanied by constructive effort and 
sincere purpose. 

I am the one who believes that the late visit 
of the Russian Premier to our country was a sincere 
and earnest gesture to open the way for real ne- 
gotiations between the great powers in the world 
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to actually bring about a peace that will guarantec 
Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness to ALL 
mankind everywhere. Instead of finding so many 
faults in our neighbor, perhaps if we would but 
study our own reflections in the mirror, we would 
see lying deep within our own consciousness a few 
flaws of our own; some, which we hope the outer 
world will never know. Could it be that the violent 
condemnation of Nikita Khrushchev is but the re- 
sentment we sense in our own reflection? 

Let us do all we can to encourage our President 
to visit Russia and its Premier, and hope that 
he too may learn something of the Russian Com- 
munist philosophy, and in turn give the proper 
perspective of our own Democracy. May these 
great leaders come to see that fundamentally there 
is little difference in the two philosophies; it being 
more a matter of difference of people, historical 
background, cultural development, individual and 
nationalistic characteristics and ideals. 

It is entirely possible, and most desirable, that 
ALL peoples of the world live their own lives in 
their own ways, and yet all together in a peaceful 
and constructive world community. None can ask 
for more, none should ask for less. 

Sincerely, 
Arthur G. Cromwell 
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Heavenly Humor 


by THE EDITOR 





“THAT’S ALL I HOPE” 
The McEvoy’s Secret for a Happy Marriage 
by J. P. McEvoy 

I can remember when I was little how my mother 
used to go on about “the patience of a saint,” but 
it wasn’t until I grew up that I learned most saints 
were never married. So how could they possibly 
know anything about patience? 

Mother also used to say that a soft answer 
turneth away wrath, but I always thought Father’s 
system — a gay answer — was better. Later I 
discovered the best system of all, and I don’t mean 
no answer; for you don’t get anywhere in married 
life not having an answer. You only get accused 
of being an old sourpuss. No, the secret of a 
happy married life without quarrels is always 
to have an answer, but be sure it doesn’t make any 
sense. Nothing infuriates a woman as much as to 
be cornered with Reason or fenced in with Truth. 

It was a Chinese traveling in this country who 
evoked the magic formula which makes quarreling 
almost impossible for my wife and me. 

One day, late for his train, he rushed over to the 
baggage room in Grand Central Station, threw his 
check on the counter, and demanded his bag. The 
attendant couldn’t find it. As precious minutes 
went by, the Chinese began jumping up and down 
with inarticulate rage. Finally he couldn’t stand 
it any longer. His train was going, his bag was 
nowhere to be found, and he pounded with his fist 
and yelled: “PRETTY DAMN SELDOM WHERE 
MY BAG GO. SHE NO FLY. YOU NO MORE 
FIT RUN STATION THAN GODSAKE. THAT'S 
ALL I HOPE!” 

Before hearing this, when anything of mine got 
mislaid around the house, which was every time 
my wife tidied up, I used to scream like a wounded 
banshee. But now I merely yell: “Pretty damn sel- 
dom where my papers go!” In the old days my 
wife used to come back at me snapily with “Tf 
you put your papers where they belong, you’d know 
where to find them!” Sheer nonsense — as any 
husband knows who has ever tried it. 

I found that the only answer to such an un- 
reasonable remark was, “You no more fit run 
house than godsake!” — which put her in her place 
until she learned to retort, “That’s all I hope!” 
The argument stopped dead in its tracks. 

In the silly old days I used to moan, “Why don’t 
you fill out your check stubs properly? What is 
this — $2.20, or $22.00 or $200? Why can’t you 
keep your balance straight?” Now I just say: 
“Pretty damn seldom where my money go, She 
no fly.” And I get just as far as I ever did, which 
was exactly nowhere. 

As for the children, we never quarrel anymore 
about who is spoiling which, and the dreadful 
things we are doing for their future . . 


. as if we 
knew anything about it. One of us — it doesn’t 
matter who — merely looks at the other and says 


in a resigned way. “You no more fit run children 
than godsake!”” Which nobody can deny. 

Well, there it is. Pretty damn seldom where your 
happiness go. She no fly. But if you don’t try 


this next time instead of quarreling you no more 
fit run marriage than godsake. — That’s all I 
hope! 


* * * 


TRY A SMILE AND SEE WHAT HAPPENS 

WIPE THAT SCOWL off your face, willya? 

I’ve seen you scrunch past a million times, with 
your lips clamped tight and your eyes like on- 
coming thunder. 

You don’t walk, you grind the pavements beneath 
your feet. 

You don’t see people. You see potential pick- 
pockets, 

You don’t live. 
dust. 

Yes, it’s you I’m talking about — the you who 
can’t bear the reflection of yourself in a store 
window. 

I’ve seen you in a hundred cities, clutching your 
little worries, stroking your petty grievances into 
disasters. 

Wise up, willya? Life’s too short for hatred. 
Ponder a little on that old wheeze. Even if you live 
out your three score and ten — which you won't, at 
the rate your using up your vital juices—there 
isn’t time for hatred. 

I’m watching you go past on the street as I sit 
here at a typewriter. 

You don’t look good. You’re gray, even when 
young — although you probably were born old. 

Joy. Glory. Happiness. Look them up in the 
dictionary if you have to. They’re your rightful 
legacy — from your healthy heartbeat, if you still 
have one. Unfrown. Unsnarl, Unzip your resent- 
ments. Love. The early Christians knew the mean- 
ing of the word. Whatever became of them, or 
of the word? 

Okay, it’s raining. Don’t hunch your shoulders 
like a brooding hen. Walk in the rain. Strut in it. 
You’re waterproof. Let it bathe you and soothe 
you, drench you and re-baptize you. The worst 
that can happen to you is a head cold and a dry- 
cleaning job. You'll recover from both. 

And you may discover, or remember, the mean- 
ing of purity. 

Slow down. Straighten up. This is your world. 
Enjoy it. Don’t look down your nose at strangers; 
they’ll only look back at you. Glare at the world — 
as I just saw vou doing — and it will snap at your 
heels. Take the world as it is — with a grain of 
salt and a dollop of love — and the world will 
enfold you, pointing the way. 

So endeth today’s sermon, which never would 
have happened if your reporter had not glimpsed 
himself in a store window today, scowling, rushed 
and ornery for no earthly reason than pure un- 
necessary cussedness. 


You hate yourself into gritty 


— Ed Creagh. 


* * * 


Sherlock Holmes passed through the Pearly Gates 
and St. Peter said to him, “So, you’re the famous 
Sherlock Holmes. Let’s see if you are as clever 
as you’re reputed to be.” So saying he ordered all 
the men in Heaven to stand in a straight line 
before him. “Now,” said St. Pete, “which one is 
Adam?” 

“Elementary, my dear Peter,” said the great 
detective as he ran his eyes along the line, “this 
one is Adam.” “How could you tell?” asked St. 
Peter. — — “No navel,” was the reply. 
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THE PASSING PARADE 


Humanism”! 
Henry Cabot Lodge has advised N. Khrush- 


chev that our system is “economic humanism’ 
and Albert Schweitzer has described Humanism 
as “the most profound spirituality."" To these 
““plugs’’ for our Rationalist-Humanist view- 
point may be added that of Adolfo Lopez 
Mateos, who, as president of Mexico, is the 
chief executive of one of the most democratic 
and progressive nations of the Latin world. 
Dr. Lopez Mateos (as quoted in the January 
20, 1960 issue of Senior Scholastic, a magazine 
of wide circulation among high school students) 
says that: ““Americanism is humanism. We do 
not conceive of man as an abstraction or as 
one more cog in the machinery of history. For 
us man is a specific reality — a being of flesh 
and bone with a right to happiness, work, 
bread, dignity, and liberty on this earth.’ If 
only this idealistic equating of Humanism and 
Americanism could be actualized! 

Another touching definition of Humanism is 
that of the noted Indonesian painter Affandi, 
who said on one occasion that Humanism 
means “all that is right and good to every 
living creature. When | am making a painting, 
and suddenly I hear a child that is crying be- 
cause its doll has fallen into the water, I have 
to stop painting and help the child first.” 

As the Humanist Weltanschauung (and | be- 
lieve Corliss Lamont that Humanism is ac- 
tually the best term to describe the philosophy 
or outlook of most Rationalists, Freethinkers, 
religious liberals, Ethical Culturists, etc.) is 
thus being given more and more impetus from 
unexpected quarters, it is becoming clear that 
we who are conscious of being Rationalists 
and Humanists must accelerate our efforts t> 
produce and stimulate that humanistic leader- 
ship for which so many around the world are 
crying. 

What have you done this week to make this 
a better world? 


“Americanism is 


The Crime Against Edovard Herriot 


The late Edouard Herriot, long a leader of 
the French Radical Socialist Party, mayor of 
Lyon for five decades, minister and sometime 
French premier, was a Humanist, and agnostic 
and a tireless fighter for church-state separa- 
tion. But when M. Herriot died in 1957, the 
Roman Catholic Church claimed him as a 
“deathbed convert” and interred his remains 
with the customary ridiculous rituals. 
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But was Herriot really a deathbed convert 
to the Roman Church? There are two pos- 
sible answers to this question, and neither of 
them does an atom of credit to that ancient 
and odious tyranny ruled from the Chair ot 
Peter. 

The first possibility, and the one which | 
consider to be by far the most probable one, 
is that Rome's spiritual ghouls invented the 
story of Herriot’s “conversion” for their own 
purposes, thus adding but another instance to 
the long record of such in their unending 
“manipulation of history.” Novelist Jules 
Romains assured the Academie Francaise that 
Herriots’ alleged conversion was a deplorable 
““exploitation”’ of the “‘last hours of an illustri- 
ous man’, and declared that to insinuate that 
“Herriot died denying the concepts of Herriot 
alive’ is to utter nonsense. The Cardinal of 
Lyon, who claims credit for the alleged con- 
version, responded to Romains’ charge with a 
blustery and self-righteous denial, but Romains 
countered by producing a letter from Herriot's 
widow asserting that the great French Humanist 
“had died perfectly calmly in all freedom of 
thought, as he had lived.’’ Mme. Herriot further 
noted that her husband was no longer con- 
scious when the Cardinal arrived to claim his 
victim. 

But while I am inclined to accept the version 
of M. Romains and Mme. Herriot, it might 
be well to examine the alternative possibility, 
that Herriot may actually have been “‘con- 
verted” to Catholicism. Biologist Jean Rostand, 
who replaced Herriot in the Academie Fran- 
caise, opined that if Herriot did indeed pledge 
his dying allegiance to Rome, it was an act 
completely out of harmony with his entire 
life. Rostand also condemned as unfair the 
attaching of greater significance to a man’s 
dying murmurs than to his lifelong beliefs and 
actions. If we accept the conversion story, we 
might surmise that in his last moments, Edouard 
Herriot was not responsible for his words or 
actions. It is well known that old age is some- 
times accompanied by memory loss (Herriot 
died at 84) and that in senile memory loss 
the most recent memories are the first to 
fade. Thus, if an individual suffering advanced 
senile memory loss might be able to recall only 
childhood memories, it is not improbable that 
his behavior would regress to a somewhat 
juvenile level; if a man outgrew a childhood 
religious brainwashing after reaching adulthood, 
senile memory loss might return him to his 


childhood faith, all of which would be in stark 
contrast with his lifelong, healthy, adult views. 
(1 am personally familiar with the case of a 96 
year old woman whose senile memory deteri- 
oration has returned her conscious thoughts to 
her girlhood in Ireland when she still believed 
in leprechauns.) However, this explanation is 
probably not applicable in Herriot’s case, since 
he was not known to be suffering from senility. 
Another alternative explanation would be that 
of the mental deterioration which accompanies 
some illnesses in the twilight years and which 
might render a dying man easy prey for the 
wiles of a spiritual scavenger. In short, if Her- 
riot was converted, and | am inclined to be- 
lieve that he was not, his “‘conversion’’ was 
probably the act of a man no longer in full 
possession of his faculties. In either case, the 
Church has gained nothing but a footnote to 
its long history of corruption. 


In passing, we might also mourn the passing 
of another great French Humanist, novelist 
Albert Camus, whose life was snuffed out in 
an automobile accident which Camus himself 
would have called absurd. The Roman Church 
(and Henry Luce’s hack book reviewers) were 
probably unhappy that Camus died instantly, 
thus cheating it of the opportunity to claim 
him as another “‘deathbed convert.”’ 


Synagogue and State 


American secularists, Rationalists and Huma- 
nists are generally more concerned with creep- 
ing clericalism and creeping piety in our own 
country, but we also deplore clericalism and 
supernaturalistic foolishness wherever they may 
be found. Thus we look askance at the Hindu 
and Buddhist “‘ahimsa’’ policy, the inherent 
conservatism of Confucianism, the irresponsi- 
bility of Zen, the narrow-mindedness of Mos- 
lems, etc. 


Usually ignored by American liberals is the 
clericalism which is rampant in Israel. In that 
tiny and controversial land, the Orthodox 
Jewish rabbis are allowed by the Ben Gurion 
government to determine the eligibility for 
citizenship of all Jews in Israel, to draw pay 
from the government and enforce the often 
ridiculous laws of the Torah independently of 
civil law, to bar Reform and Conservative 
rabbis from conducting services in Israel, to 
regulate marriage and punish those who arouse 
their religious displeasures. William Zuker- 
man, liberal editor of the Jewish Newsletter, 
charges that “Israel today is the only state, 
calling itself democratic, which determines the 
nationality of its citizens on the basis of race 


and religion. It also controls marriage in a 
way as to become the most monolithic racial 
theocracy of the modern age. It is... the 
only state which has achieved the ultimate aim 
of all extremist nationalists —to an extent 
that the Russians and Germans did not succeed. 
And it was all in the name of democracy, 
to the frantic acclamation of a people who 
would be the most tragic victims were othe 
countries to emulate the example of Israel and 
introduce similar racial-theocratic laws.” 

If Israel would become a truly modern and 
democratic state, it must effectively separate 
synagogue and state. Present Israeli policy, 
on this and other issues, can only disappoint 
liberals around the world and contribute to 
already existing anti-Jewish prejudice. 


In Orbit with Von Braun 


In a recent issue of This Week Magazine, 
rocket expert Wernher von Braun sets aside 
his Mecano Set long enough to pass along to 
several million mass culture absorbers his 
thoughts on Ethics. Without concerning our- 
selves with the fact that at one time he devised 
a toy called the Vergeltungswaffe-zwei (V-2) 
for a mad fellow named Hitler, Herr Doktor 
von Braun informs us that ethical conduct and 
moral strength stem from belief in God, im- 
mortality and a Last Judgment, and that we 
can be sure of immortality for “science has 
found that nothing can disappear without a 
trace’’ and that this crude version of the law 
of the indestructability of matter and energy 
applies to that “thing” called the “‘soul’’. 

My first reaction to the above was that if 
von Braun's engineering knowledge is half as 
backward as his knowledge of behavior science, 
then it’s no damned wonder that the Russians 
beat us into space. To begin with, the “‘soul”’ 
idea is as obsolete as Hell (pun intended). If 
psychologists use the term “‘soul’’ at all any 
more, they use it simply as a label for certain 
functions of a human organism, not as a real 
thing or entity separate from an organism. Von 
Braun might as well say that when an Atlas 
rocket blows up on its launching pad, its 
‘functioning’ departs and goes to some rocket 
heaven where it is judged and condemned for 
its failure. Donnerwetter! Moreover, as psy- 
chologist James Leuba (The Reformation of 
the Churches, Beacon Press) has shown, most 
scientists believe neither in personal immortality 
nor in a personal deity. 

As for ethics, most people follow the ethical 
standards and codes of their communities and 
cultures out of habit, because of social pressure 
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or fear of personal consequences in this life, 
or because of a reasoned analysis of the social 
ethical sensitivity. Ethics can thus be accounted 
for naturalistically, and we can generalize about 
the whole matter by saying that our ethical 
codes, standards and customs (however ade- 
quate or inadequate) are nothing more nor les3 
than the distillations of accumulated human 
experience going all the way back to the first 
humanoid organisms which had the ability to 
abstract, symbolize and communicate. 

A word of advice, Herr doktor: Stick to 
your souped-up fireworks and leave religion 
and ethics to the scientists who are specialists 
in the field of behavior science. 


Catholic Counterattack 


For the past dozen years a worthy organiza- 
tion called POAU (Protestants and Other 
Americans United for the Separation of Church 
and State) has been trying to hold the line 
against the clericalist interests which would 
erode the traditional wall which separates the 
church and state in our country. As the major 
assaults on church-state separation come from 
the Roman Catholic Church, POAU naturally 
devotes the major portion of its energies to 
combatting Catholic clericalism. Catholic 
clericalists, naturally, spare nothing in their 
counter attacks upon POAU and its brilliant 
chief counsel, attorney and writer Paul Blan- 
shard. The most massive Catholic counter- 
attack to date is a new book entitled United 
for Separation: An Analysis of POAU Attacks 
on Catholicism, by Catholic authors Lawrence 
Creedon and William Falcon (Milwaukee, 
Bruce Publishing Co., 1959, 259 pages, Impri- 
matur: William Cousins, Archbishop of Mil- 
waukee). 

Creedon and Falcon set out to prove that 
all criticisms of the Roman Catholic Church is 
unwarranted and unfair, that POAU and Paul 
Blanshard are incompetant, unfair, bigoted and 
of a kind with the Know Nothings of yester- 
year, and that the “wall of separation’’ between 
church and state is not a wall but rather a sort 
of bridge. The authors base their case upon a 
few minor inaccuracies in POAU literature and 
their arguments might be persuasive to readers 
unacquainted with the long record of Catholic 
opposition to religious freedom and church- 
state separation. Comparison of the Creedon- 
Falcon opus with the works of Paul Blanshard 
would convince any unbiased reader that sirs 
Creedon and Falcon are poor scholars who rely 
upon mangled semantics, distortions, tricks, and 
emotional catchwords to defend their 
fensible thesis. 


inde- 
Their weird views on church- 
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state separation (such as their insistence that 
the Fourteenth Amendment does not apply the 
Bill of Rights to the states, and their view that 
Jefferson and the founding fathers favored 
multiple establishment) have been easily re- 
futed in Blanshard’s works and in R. Freeman 
Butt’s The American Tradition in Religion and 
Education (Beacon, 1950). 

Although Creedon and Falcon indicate a 
need for greater accuracy and charity on the 
part of the defenders of church-state separation, 
their book in no way affects our secularist 
thesis that complete religious, intellectual and 
personal freedom can exist only when church 
and state are kept completely apart. 


Help Wanted 


As this columnist is presently engaged in a 
sociological study (with church-state overtones) 
of federated fund raising drives, | am very 
interested in obtaining all available information 
on the United Funds or United Community 
Funds which are active in most American com- 
munities. Financial reports and lists of par- 
ticipating community agencies, together with 
various propaganda materials, are generally 
available in most communities. Acordingly, | 
would appreciate the assistance of readers who 
would be so kind as to obtain all possible in- 
formative literature on United Funds in their 
local communities. All materials should be 
mailed to Edd Doerr, 162 N. Indiana Street, 
Danville, Indiana. Results of the study, which 
should be interesting, to judge from data al- 
ready collected, will appear in this column in 
a later issue. Thanks. 


* * 


In closing, why don't you give Rationalism a 
boost by giving a subscription for the American 
Rationalist to a friend or to your local public 
library or college library? 


EDD DOERR. 





FRIENDS OF AR 


Please note that the May-June issue will 
be our 


FOURTH ANNIVERSARY NUMBER. 


If you think the Birthday Child is worthy 
of your greetings, get them in early so that 
they do not miss the deadline of March 25. 


Arthur B. Hewson, Treas. 











The American Rationalist 


Expansion Fund 


Again, 
confidence and financial support. 


we express our appreciation of your 


We have projects underway, which, we believe, 
will enable us to carry the banner of Rationalism 


to far greater heights. 


Arthur B. Hewson, Treasurer. 


HERE IS THE HONOR ROLL: 


Dr. Peter N. Johnson Til. 
James Culbert Calif. 
Cc. C, Llewellyn Mich. 
Robert D. Spencer Pa. 
Theo L. Gardner a 
Fred Harter Ohio 
R. P. Burlingame Mich. 
Rudolph Clipper Minn. 
Frank Trnka N. J 
Cc. S. Potter Texas 
Herman Geissler N. H 
William Zeuch Calif 
H. S. Strasbaugh Calif 
Solomon Neimark N. J. 
Harry E, Mongold Tl. 
Lewis Townsend Ta. 
Warren E. Bruding Dei. 
Stanley L. Prorok Tl. 
M. C. Franek Pa. 
Dr. M. S. Sugarman Conn. 
Raphael Ross, Jr., M.D. La. 
A. P. Thomas Ore. 
Milton C. Briggs Mass 
Jos. Ghoman Mich. 
Ralph La Mar Ta. 
H .W. Bardwell Ariz. 
L. A, Gale B. C. 
Ed H. Davis Conn 
Anonymous Pa. 
Frank Hejbal Calif. 
Herman Stern (Life Membership) N. Y. 
J. F. Lema Mass 


Dr. J. F. Koehl Fla. 
Amos Ungherini 
E. Moskolok 1 
Ben Parnell La. 
Frederick Traub 
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Warren Bernardei (Mass. 
Mrs. Alex. Watson Mich. 
Alois Fanta Wis. 
John H. Latta Okla. 
Toney Mallin Tl. 
H. L. Hummel Calif. 
Jesse M. Poole Miss. 
S. W. Herman Fla. 
M. S. Foronom Tl. 
Fred Elder Calif. 
Emanuel Petrik Ohio 
Zander Bros. Wis. 
Gordon L. Burke Conn. 
Frank Mc C Zent Mo. 
Robt. T. Uryott Calif. 
Paul Stettner Til. 
Clifford A. Patrick Manitoba 
Jos. Matranga La. 
Bolislaw I. Puchnevsky Calif. 
Jack Nelson Mich. 
Alex Noble N. Y. 
Ida Muskin Calif. 
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Edwin H. Puchta Wis. 1.00 
Sanford Weinberg Ohio 5.00 
Russell C. Luchsinger Pa. 5.00 
J. B. Rus Calif. 5.00 
Anonymous Ohio 5.00 
Wm. R. Stuckenberg ‘Mo. 5.00 
Irvin Anchel Ind. 10.00 
W. E. Rice Okla. 5.00 
C. V. Henderson Sask. 5.00 
J. S. Molnar Til. 5.00 
A. B. Hewson Til. 50.00 
e 


THE SUPREME COUNCIL 33° MASONS 
Favors... 


1. The American public school, nonpartisan, 
nonsectarian, efficient, democratic, for all chil- 
dren of all people. 

2. The inculcation of patriotism, respect for 
law and order, and undying loyalty to the 
Constitution of the United States of America. 
3. The compulsory use of English as the 
language of instruction in the grammar grades 
of our public schools. 

4. Adequate provision in the American public 
schools for the education of the alien popula- 
tions in the principles of American insiitutions 
and ideals of citizenship. 

5. The entire separation of Church and State, 
and opposition to every attempt to appropriate 
public monies — federal, state or local — di- 
rectly or indirectly, for the support of sectarian 
or private institutions. 








The Supreme Council recognizes, however, its 
right and duty to affirm its belief in the American 
Constitutional Bill of Rights and to safeguard by 
all legitimate means the fundamental freedoms 
guaranteed to the people of the United States by 
the Constitution. — The New Age. 

July, 1959. 





* HEAVENLY HUMOR 
418 Anti-Clerical Jokes 


* HEAVENLY HUMOR 
Freethought's Only Joke Book 


* HEAVENLY HUMOR 
Unique - Hilarious - Biting 


* HEAVENLY HUMOR 
A Wonderful Present 


Get your copy before the first edition 
is sold out — $1.25 


THE AMERICAN RATIONALIST 
616 N. Pine Ave. Chicago 44, Ill. 
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“WHEN MINDS GO WRONG” 
by John Maurice Grimes, M.D. 

Dr. Grimes does an excellent job of taking us 
behind the scenes of the mental hospitals and point- 
ing out to us the shocking treatment of the men- 
tally ill. He describes in detail the conditions which 
must be remedied and recommends definite, cor- 
rective measures. 

There is special emphasis on the brutality of the 
unqualified attendants who virtually run the state 
hospitals. Dr. Grimes suggests that politics be 
taken out of hospital appointments and that the 
attendants be eliminated altogether. In their stead 
would be only nurses, doctors, and psychiatrists. 

The fact is stressed that three out of four cases 
of mental illnesses are primarily the reaction to 
personal failure. Dr. Grimes recommends sub- 
stituting village-type rehabilitation centers for the 
asylum-type mental institutions of today. In these 
centers, the hard knocks of life would be softened 
and the failing people would relearn the ways of 
living and find courage again. 

Dr. Grimes has been a staff physician at eight 
mental institutions, and has studied the problems 
of the mentally ill for over fifteen years. His bitter- 
ness because of the A.M.A.’s refusal to follow thru 
with a constructive course of action, after he 
submitted a detailed report of a two-year tour and 
nation-wide study of state and private institutions, 
is understandable. 

The problems which the author lists are cur- 
rent ones that still must be solved. For that reason 
it is unfortunate that he mentions types of treat- 
ment which are somewhat dated. For instance, 
hydro-therapy is seldom used now in many in- 
stitutions. 

I was thrilled as I read this book, at what a lot 
of good one man was able to accomplishh in a short 
time ‘in bucking the established practices of the 
state hospitals. 

— Nan Mongold 

Devin Adair, $3.50. Order from AR Book Service. 

oe * om 
THE POWER ELITE” 
By C. Wright Mills 

“The Power Elite” is a well-written and well- 
documented study of the centers of command de- 
cision as they have changed during the develop- 
ment of the United States. The author points out 
that, broadly speaking, the American power elite, 
that is, those who make the command decisions in 
our national life, has gone through four distinct 
epochs, and is now well into the fifth. 

During the first epoch, from the Revolution 
through the Administration of John Adams — the 
economic, the political and the military institutions 
were largely unified under the control of a few 
able men of good Colonial families. 

During the second epoch — from Jefferson to 
Lincoln — under the spell of Jeffersonian and Jack- 
sonian democracy and a rapidly expanding frontier, 
the men of family lost their position as the pre- 
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eminent center of command decision; no small 
clique dominated economic, political and military 
positions of power. 

The third epoch—a period of ascending corporate 
economic power—began with the Civil War and the 
Congressional elections of 1866. The center of 
national initiative passed from Government to Cor- 
porations. This was a period of raids on government 
by the economic elite, by those made rich by the 
Civil War; an age of simple corruption when even 
Senators and Judges were bought up. The politicians 
of that day, largely Civil War generals and other 
officers, did the bidding of the corporate rich. At 
the end of this epoch the Morgan interests, for in- 
stance, held 314 directorates in 112 corporations 
with a total capital of $22 billion. 

The fourth epoch began with the breakdown of 
capitalism and the coming of the New Deal. The 
New Deal did not reverse the trends of the third 
epoch. Rather it tried to save capitalism from its 
own errors and excesses. There was a reasserting 
of power by a political elite for a short period. For 
the first time in United States history social 
legislation and lower class issues became important 
issues of the reform movement. 

The fifth, and present epoch, began with World 
War Il. We are today a permanent-war economy 
and a private-giant-corporation economy. American 
capitalism is now largely a military capitalism. Top 
military men have moved into places of power, into 
places of command decision, in the government. 
Likewise corporation executives have moved, by 
appointment, into the Executive branch of the 
Government.; so that we speak of Eisenhower’s 
“millionaire cabinet”, Congress, as a coordinate 
branch of Government, stands pretty much out- 
side the center of the power elite. 

The above brief outline gives some idea of the 
scope of this book. Incidentally, the author points 
out that farmers, labor, schools and churches have 
little influence on the centers of power. The press, 
the schools and the pulpits are mostly handmaidens 
of the power elite which at the present time is a 
compact group of corporation executives — the 
Pentagon crowd, and a very few top politicians. In 
so far as these have any religion they call them- 
selves Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Unitarians, 
Congregationalists — Baptists, with a sprinkling 
of Catholics. Most of the corporate rich and most 
of the Power Elite are Protestants of the more 
conservative sort. 

Every Rationalist needs to read this book so as 
to have a realistic picture of the composition of the 
centers of national command decisions today. Re- 
member that our national command decisions are 
also command decisions for a great part of the 
Western World. 

— William E. Zeuch 

New York, The Oxford University Press, Inc., 
423 pages. $1 in paper edition. 

coe ao a 
“SAUL” 

A Drama in five acts by Huet and Voltaire - 1729. 
Translated from the French by Maurice Huet in 
1927 — Copyrighted 1959. 

Recently your interviewer received a letter which 
reads as follows: “I would like to add a book to 
your library. You could not get it otherwise. I 
know that you will be interested in the book, or 
rather play, that I am sending you today, by first 
class mail and with my compliments. It is the only 


book that Voltaire has ever written with a col- 
laborator. This collaborator was my great, great... 
maternal grandfather Huet, who was his friend. 
They had met in London where they had fled, pur- 
sued by the church of Rome and the king’s own 
gendarmes. They wrote the book together, my 
ancestor supplying the notes and the plot, while 
Voltaire contributed his sarcastic, inimitable style, 
never equalled since. I translated the unexpurgated 
text of the original manuscript and added historical 
notes that may be of interest to the reader. This 
limited edition is not for sale. I do not want this 
work to fall into the hands of the Philistines who 
would murder it, as they have done with Gibbon 
and many others. The dark powers are still at 
work! Sincerely yours, for intelligent progress. 
Maurice Huet” 

It is probably not necessary to state that the re- 
ceipt of such a gift is highly pleasing and ap- 
preciated. Further this is a rare find, and com- 
ing from the great father of human freedom makes 
it doubly so. Mr. Huet is entitled to a vote of 
thanks from all liberty lovers for making “Saul” 
available. It, like the Dead Sea Scrolls, constitutes 
another search light turned upon our popular super- 
stitions, is revealing though the orthodox may not 
wish to designate it “a revelation.” 

The life and times of Saul, David and their il- 
lustrious contemporaries, as related in the “Book of 
Books”, are, in effect, depicted with the flush and 
tincture of Voltaire’s scintillating pen. Yet true to 
the “record’’, these “important” historical events 
are played with all their moral worth. The play 
should be read, or viewed, aye, acted, by that great 
army of volunteers who, each summer, teach Bible 
to the American youth. The virtues of these 
famous heroes of ancient times are condensed into 
a couple of hours of drama; thus furnishing the 
zealous Biblical pedagogue a vivid picture of several 
decades of “sacred history” in a brief sitting, also 
furnishing us a picture of the type of people from 
whom “our Savior” descended — possibly serving 
to explain his temperament as set down in Luke 
19:27. — Ira D. Cardiff 

oa * * 
“THE ROAD TO INNER FREEDOM” 
Spinoza, ed. by Runes 
From many of these notes I am forced to be- 
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lieve that Spinoza was a materialist and nonatheist, 
although attempting to cover up by the way in 
which he expresses himself. On the other hand, all 
philosophers seem to be incredibly confused; why 
not Spinoza? 

It is usual to say that he found God everywhere, 
but I incline to say that he used the word “God” 
to mean “everything substantial” and was at least 
sometimes aware that this is not mystical but 
a mere clever use of language. Certainly the sec- 
tion labeled “On God” is defining God as substance, 
following natural laws. His insight is often as- 
tonishing. 

Many of these notes are concerned with the 
reduction of our many concepts of human per- 
sonality to some system. He defines “timidity,” 
“desire,” etc., trying to separate our incidental con- 
notations from our fundamental denotations. For 
those who are bored with this there are plenty of 
longer passages on psychology and the nature of 
reality. 

Keeping in mind that he used some phrases or 
words in what I consider a special sense, I found 
this book quite worth while. 

— Harry E. Mongold 

Philosophical $3.00. Order from AR 
Book Service. 


Library, 


* * * 
“CHILDREN OF THE SUN” 
by Morris West 

This fascinating book is mainly concerned with 
the slum life of Naples and pays special attention 
to the “scugnizzi,’” the homeless urchins of the 
streets. The author, Australian Morris West, paints 
an appalling picture of the graft, perversion, in- 
eptitude and misery prevalent in Italy’s Mezzo- 
giorno and pokes into every cranny, sparing the 
squeamish nothing. 

In such a work as this one would naturally expect 
the Roman Catholic hierarchy to receive some 
mention, and the author deals with the position of 
the church at some length. He is often severe in 
his condemnation of “the Church of the South” and 
gives numerous examples of an illiberal, medieval 
mentality which often refuses to accept even small 
concessions to progress “officially” accepted by the 
Vatican. As Mr. West admits to being a practising 
Catholic, the Church can hardly allege bias on the 
part of this writer! 

In Freethought eyes Mr. West is mistaken in 
condemning only “the Church of the South” — he 
speaks sometimes as though this were an inde- 
pendent body — and ignoring the fact that a word 
from Vatican headquarters could easily alter the 
course of action followed by the Southern hierarchy. 
However, we could hardly expect mention of that 
from a Catholic writer. 

The author commends the work of charity done 
by the now internationally famous Fr. Borrelli 
(of “House of Urchins” fame), but makes it clear 
that he does not consider that the work done by 
humane individuals belonging to the Church reflects 
credit on the church itself. 

I recommend all readers to obtain this book, 
very cheap in paperbook form, and particularly 
suitable for lending to those who would read normal 
freethought propaganda. Works such as this are 
the finest propaganda freethought could obtain, 
whether written by a Roman Catholic or anyone 
else. — Dave Shipper 

Pan, 50c. Order from AR Book Service. 
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All organizations are urged to 
send in their news, programs, ac- 
tivities, elections, socials, past or 
future, and pictures of meetings, 
officers or members, or anything 
of interest to Rationalists. 


WIDE WIDE MOVEMENT 

When it is asked, “When do 
Rationalists work for good?” and 
“Where are your hospitals?” re- 
member the example of Joseph 
Lewis and the orphan’s home in 
Florida. The January, 1960, issue 
of the Age of Reason gives nine 
pages to the controversy started 
in Dade County, in the town of 
Princeton when the THOMAS 
PAINE FOUNDATION bought 20 
acres to build a home for orphaned 
children. The purpose is to house, 
clothe and educate orphaned chil- 
dren free of charge. A fund rais- 
ing project was started to raise 
$100,000 to promote the idea. But 
neighbors of the proposed project 
organized opposition to it due, no 
doubt, as newspapers have stated, 
to the fact that Joseph Lewis is 
an atheist. The other objection 
was that it would lower property 
values, although Lewis says it will 
raise values as the buildings will 
be of colonial design and enhance 
the area. Lewis also tried to calm 
other objections by stating that 
religious preferences of children 
would be recognized and that 
transportation to the church of 
their choice would be given any 
of the orphans. Also, that while 
religion would not be taught at the 
school at any time, atheism would 
not be either. One of the thirteen 
on the Board of Directors for the 
children’s home is Dr. Oscar Rid- 
dle, President of the American 
Rationalist Federation (pictured 
on the Nov.-Dec. cover of AR). 





A new magazine in the free- 
thought movement has begun with 
the January, 1960, issue of OPEN 
MIND, published by the North 
Secular Society, 32 Pleasant Ave., 
Belleville, New Jersey). It is a 
monthly at $2.00 a year. Editor is 
Rychard Barrett. Harold Verb is 
Associate Editor. 


The first issue of the DIXIE 
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RATIONALIST has appeared. A 
bulletin issued monthly by the 
DIXIE RATIONALIST ASS’N., 
Route 2, Clanton, Alabama, $1.00 
per year, giving news about the 
proposed old folks home. — Con- 
tributions should be made payable 
to the United Freethinker’s Home, 
Inc. Donation pledges have been 
received towards the building of 
the home. Write to Wes Gletty for 
furthsr information. 


With a donation of more than 
$100,000.00 just received by the 
AMERICAN LIFE SCIENCE 
FOUNDATION an old folks home 
will be established in California 
for freethinkers. Those eligible 
should make application because 
a list of twenty or thirty persons 
must be given to the state “brass” 
before approval can be given for 
the home. Write to the organiza- 
tion at 1028 South Wilton Place, 
Los Angeles 19, California. 


Mr. Peter Charlton, lecturer, 
educator and writer talked on the 
subject of a Sane Economics and 
the Nuclear Arms Race before the 
FREETHINKERS of SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA for their February 
meeting. He also presented a 10- 
minute tape recording of Bertrand 
Russell. They gave a banquet dur- 
ing February at which Dr. Linus 
Pauling, world famous scientist 
and Nobel Prize winner, was the 
principle speaker. The annual ban- 
quet was held at the Carolina 
Pines Banquet Hall in Hollywood. 
A musical revue of fifty minutes 
presented a chorus line of eight 
girls, also a one-act play adapted 
from Charles E. Scott Wood’s 
delightful satire Heavenly Dis- 
course, At the election of officers 
Dr. Vitali Negri was elected as 
President; Dr. Lowell H. Coate, 
Vice-President; Frank Waddy as 
Treasurer; Dr. Maxine Negri, Re- 
cording Secretary; — Dr. Lillian 
Starr, Corresponding Secretary; 
and Harold Lafferty as Public Re- 
lations trustee, with his wife Vir- 
ginia Lafferty as assistant. At the 
January meeting Frank Waddy 
presented Audit of Papal Crimes 
in a lecture at the Embassy Audi- 
torium, leading his audience thru 
a maze of papal cruelty, immo- 
rality and chicanery and crime 
dating from the year 366 to 1513 
that would make the actions of 
the notorious present day mafia 
appear in the light of school-boy 
pranks. An anonymous benefactor 
donated $150 to the group to re- 
place motion picture equipment 
confiscated from their organization 


The young priest was sent out 
to assist an aging missionary who 


had labored long, and without 
much result, among a tribe of 
cannibals. 


“I understand,” said the young 
priest, “that this tribe doesn’t take 
much to religion.” 

“Yes,” said the old priest, “it 
has been a difficult problem; but 
I have not been without progress; 
on Fridays now, they eat only 
fishermen.” 
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by dissatisfied members who were 
not elected or re-elected to office. 


A celebration of the birthdate 
of Dr. Albert Einstein was held by 
the AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF 
UNIVERSAL ETHICS on Feb. 28, 
when Dr. Vitali Negri discussed 
the life and works of the great 


scientist, philosopher and free- 
thinker. For the benefit of the 
layman, Dr. Negri discussed a 


simplification of Einstein’s theory 
of relativity as he did in Chicago 
at the reception dinner for him 
given by Rationalists. The forum 
meets every fourth Sunday after- 
noon at 1525 So. Western Avenue, 
Los Angeles at 2:00 p.m., under 
the direction of Dr. Vitali Negri, 
who is professor of psychology and 
philosophy, He feels that education 
is the only secure road to mental 
independence. 

Robert Ritzenthaler, Ph.D. 
curator of anthropology in the 
Milwaukee Public Museum, re- 
lated what he learned in the 
British Cameroons of the African 
people there at the January meet- 
ing of the JEFFERSON FREE- 
THOUGHT SOCIETY in Milwau- 
kee. Extracts from Wood’s 
Heavenly Discourse were presented 
at the February meeting. At the 
March meeting Miss Edith Quade 
of the Milwaukee Public Museum 
lectured on a journey she made 
from Holland, by way of pre- 
seaway ships small enough to 
come up the St. Lawrence River 
before construction of the famous 
seaway. 


Miss Lucy P. Carner, President 
of the Pennsylvania Branch of the 
Women’s International League for 
Freedom and Democracy talked on 
the subject Peace and Freedom 
before the December meeting at 
the THOMAS PAINE CENTER. 





In December other meetings in- 
cluded C. Dahlgren of the Liberal 
Religious Fellowship speaking on 
How Liberal are the Liberals? and 
K. M. Whitten, President of the 
FRIENDSHIP LIB’L LEAGUE, 
on A Positive Rationalist Program. 
During January the group heard 
David Levinson, attorney, speak on 
an Odyssey of a Lawyer, Harry 
Rahn on Early and Modern Chris- 
tianity, Troy L. Chapman of the 
Friends Service Committee on 
Responsibilities, Cheyney Thomas 
on I Find it in the Bible, and 
Herman Halpern on Satirists of 
Literature. A reward of $25 was 
given to Edward E. Baudis and 
Joseph Klein in a contest spon- 
sored by the American Rationalist 
magazine for the best Rationalist 
Song. Mr. Virgil McClain, editor 
of the Ripsaw, contributed the 
award. The song is entitled Man’s 
Greatest Sin. The chorus: So, open 
up your mind to reason, And let 
the pleasant sunshine in: Don’t 
be the kind, That stays forever 
blind — It is Mankind’s greatest 
sin! The organization’s publication 
The Liberal begins its 14th year. 
At the business meeting in Dec., 
K. M. Whitten was re-elected as 
President; Wm. B. Wolf, Vice- 
President; Andrew Vena, Treas.; 
Spano Wolf, Corresponding Sec’y; 
Mildred Hendrickson, Recording 
Sec’y; Frank Choha, Librarian; 
and for Trustees: Jos. A. Smith, 
Cheyney Thomas, Jos. Cronin, 
Samuel Kramer, Mildred Laird. 


The SECULARIST SOCIETY of 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA en- 
joyed a discourse by Mr. E. H. 
Pitcher, historian, writer, lecturer 
on Crusade by Truth and Fact 
for World Peace, held at the Rus- 
kin Art Club in Los Angeles. 


The SAN JOSE SECULARISTS 
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met in the De Anza Hotel, San 


Jose, to hear High Robert Orr 
discourse on — Voltaire, Foe of 
Tyranny. 


Scott Nearing was the speaker 
at the January meeting of the 
SOUTH LOS ANGELES CHAP. 
TER of the American Humanist 
Association, on the subject United 
World. 


At their February meeting the 
FREETHOUGHT SOCIETY OF 
CHICAGO heard Irving S. Abrams 
speak on the subject Modern Man 
in Search of a Soul. Ralph Blois 
spoke on What is Rationalism? at 





The Oldest Freethought Journal 
in the World 


THE FREETHINKER 


PUBLISHED WEEKLY IN LONDON 
Celebrated its 75th anniversary re- 
cently and still attacks superstition 
with youthful vigor and intelligence. 

Subscription $5.00 


a year for 52 issues. 


The American Rationalist 
616 N Pine Ave. Chicago 44, Ill. 








Read The LIBERAL 
A 24 page monthly journal of the 
Friendship Liberal League, devoted to 
freethought, rationalism, and topics of 
general interest to freethinkers. 
SUBSCRIPTION $1.50 per year or 
8 Months $1.00, U.S. and Canada. 
Foreign Countries $2.00 per year. 
FRIENDSHIP LIBERAL LEAGUE, Inc. 
5233 North 5th Street 
Philadelphia 20, Pa. 








2 the Hotel Dieu Nunnery at Montreal. 


2 recorded. 


2 learn the truth concerning convent life. > 


2 order at once. b 





{MARIA MONK” 
> A NUN’S LIFE IN A CONVENT 


: A BOOK OF FACTS! 

A detailed description of black 
nunnery in Montreal. Twenty qareat 
chapters. Maria Monk, escaped nun, ¢ 
describes in detail the terrible ex- 
periences of helpless and defenceless 
airls within the high stone walls of 





The most terrible revelations eyer 
> OVER 10,000,000 COPIES PRINTED 
The most extensively read book on ¢ 
this vital and important subiect. No 
} book like this in print. Read this § 
s frightful, heart-breaking story and ¢ 


106 burning pages. Postpaid only ¢ 
>} $1.00. The edition is limited . . . so { 


> GOSPEL BOOKS Dept. AM-3 


; Rowan, lowa 7 
, 


Ld 














The American Rationalist « 27 











the January meeting. Vashti Mc- 
JColtum discussed highlights of 
her recent trip to Europe, illus- 
trated with slides for the WEST 
SUBURBAN RATIONALIST SO- 
CIETY, Downers Grove, Ill. 


Just heard about the publication 
of Mid-Lakes Humanist, 2243 God- 
dard Road, Toledo 6, Ohio. William 
Myers is editor, published monthly, 
$1 a year, which reads more like 
Rationalist than Humanist. 

At the annual meeting of the 
FREIE GEMEINDE of St. Louis 
(German School Ass’n and Free 
Community of N. St. Louis) Jacob 
Devus was elected President, Con- 
rad Heineman re-elected Sec’y- 
Treas.; and others on the Board 
of Directors Eugene Leiter, Au- 
gust Heinrich and Eugene Hoff- 
mann. One of their meetings pre- 
sented the POAU film Captured. 
At their February meeting they 
held a panel discussion on The 
Social Problems of OUr Times — 
taking as their basis a German 
book The Dream from the Golden 
Future. 


The RATIONALIST SOCIETY 
OF ST. LOUIS held its annual 
celebration on December 26th. — 
They had games, food and enter- 
tainment. The group has revived 
their publication Secular Subjects 
with slightly different ideas in 
publication, reprinting news items 
direct from the pages. A full page 
by John J. Kessler brings news 
and information from the Hu- 
manist Center of St. Louis in a 
cooperative effort. — The Freie 
Gemeinde will also have a column 
or page, making Secular Subjects 
serve three local organizations. 


The HUMANIST UNIVERSITY 
in St. Louis, sponsored by the 
Humanist Center gives five free 
courses, one each evening, on such 
subjects as: World’s Religion — 
Semantics, Esperanto, Balanced 
Living, Mental Health. Cor- 
respondence courses are also of- 
fered for a fee. Write HUMANIST 
UNIVERSITY, 6557 University 
Drive, St. Louis 30, Mo. Its location 
is just across the street from the 
well-known Washington U. 


Continuing the controversy in 
Johannesburg, South Africa (see 
last issue, this column) a debate 
on The Existence of God was held 
by the RATIONALIST ASS’N. of 
SOUTH AFRICA between C. E. 
S. Neethling and Edward Roux. 
The original controversy began 
in the Rand Daily Mail. At an- 
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other meeting Prof. Raymond Dart 
spoke on The Missing Link. The 
debate was a success with many 
sitting on the floor. Some of the 
questions were given in Afrikaans. 
Part of the Rationalist, published 
by the South Africans, is printed 
in Afrikaans. 


The RATIONALIST PRESS AS- 
SOCIATION’S Diamond Jubilee 
Dinner was held at the House of 
Commons, London, when 236 en- 
joyed the program. Many ap- 
plications had to be returned for 
lack of seating space. Dr. Bronow- 
ski said that the major battles had 
been won and that the majority 
of English people had no strong 
religious faith. Mr. Francis Wil- 
liams drew attention to the new 
problem created by an attitude of 
occasional conformity unsupported 
‘by any considered beliefs and 
therefore out of reach of rational 
criticism, Mr. Hector Hawton sug- 
gested that whereas in the past 
the conflict had been between or- 
thodoxy and the physical and bio- 
logical sciences, it was already 
shifting to the fields of psychology 
and social sciences where problems 
of conduct might bring us into 
headon collision with doctrinal 
morality. 

The Tyneside Humanist Group 
now publishes an excellent bul- 
letin Voice of Reason for the 
English humanists and rationa- 
lists of their area. 


The RATIONALIST SOCIETY 
OF AUSTRALIA held a memorial 
meeting for Harry Scott Bennet 
who died on May 25th. Mr. Ben- 
net’s passing removes one of the 
last links with the valiant band 
of outstanding men who were 
inspired by Tom Mann. Bennett 
was elected as Labor Member for 
West Ballarat in 1905 but resigned 
his seat to become a Socialist 
propagandist. He lectured for 3 
years with Eugene Debs as a 
close friend. Bennet was secretary 
of the Rationalist Ass’n., of South 
Wales in the 1930’s. He never 
treated Rationalism as an end in 
itself, but as a means to an end, 
the happiness of all men, here on 
this earth. He lectured from 1929 
to his death for the New South 
Wales group every Sunday even- 
ing. His wife succeeds him as 
secretary of the group. Three other 
deaths were E. M. Higginson, John 
Samuel Langley, first editor of 
their journal The Rationalist and 
Vance Palmers, 74 years old, and 
honorary associate of the Ration- 
alist Ass’n. of Australia, Ltd. His 





latest book was just published, 
The Big Fellow. He did not know 
that the University of Melbourne 
was about to confer on him a 
high distinction in recognition of 
his published work and the years 
of devoted service to literature in 
Australia. A great number of 
Australians, including the Prime 
Minister, have contributed to the 
Vance and Nettie Palmer Tribute 
Fund. New groups have now been 
formed in other areas of Australia, 
one in Western Australia and the 
RATIONALIST SOC. OF TAS- 
MANTA. 

The famous discussion between 
Bertrand Russell and F. C. Cople- 
ton, S. J., on The Existence of God 
was re-broadcast again in Nov., 
1959, over the BBC. It originally 
took place in January, 1949 and 
is reprinted in Russell’s Why I am 
Not a Christian. 

A Fancy Dress Party and Con- 
cert was held for children of 
Rationalists and friends of the 
NEW ZEALAND RATIONALIST 
ASSOCIATION. The Association’s 
publication the New Zealand Ra- 
tionalist has been changed to a 
bi-monthly. 

* 

An elderly gentleman who had 
lived as a bachelor all his life had 
accumulated a considerable estate 
and began to worry because he 
had no heir to inherit his fortune. 
It occurred to him that there was 
also in his community an elderly 
lady who likewise had never mar- 
ried and who herself had a sizeable 
estate, but was without an heir to 
inherit her property. The gentle- 
man decided to discuss their mu- 
tual situation to see if anything 
might be arranged of mutual in- 
terest. But both of them agreed 
that because of their advanced 
ages perhaps they should consult 
their minister to see what he 
would advise. 

After an appointment was ar- 
ranged with the Minister he listen- 
ed patiently to their story, and 
then reminded them that even 
though they married, because of 
their advanced ages there might 
be no heir to inherit their combin- 
ed fortunes. They agreed, realizing 
that he was correct in the matter 
and assured him that was the 
reason they had decided to confer 
with him about the matter. The 
Minister then ended the interview 
by telling his two elderly and well- 
meaning friends: — “The trouble 
with you folks is that you are 
heir-minded all right but you are 
not heir-conditioned.” 


Should Churches Pay Taxes? 


WHAT A LEADING CHURCH OFFICIAL THINKS 


A high-ranking Protestant clergyman now 
is proposing that churches and church-owned 
companies pay taxes — giving up tax ex- 
emptions which they have been granted in 
the United States since the earliest imes. 

Tha proposal comes from Dr. Eugene Car- 
son Blake, Stated Clerk of the United Presby- 
terian Church and former president of the 


World Council of Churches. 


Source of Inequities? 


Writing in the August 3 issue of the magazine 
“Christianity Today,” Dr. Blake suggested that 
such exemptions often create inequities that 
might some day result in revolutionary ex- 
propriation of church properties, as has hap- 
pened in other countries. He wrote: 

“Tax exemptions which are proper when 
churches are small, poor and weak may have 
highly unfortunate results to the churches and 
to the society when the churches have grown 
large and rich. 

““When one remembers that churches pay no 
inheritance tax . that churches may own 
and operate business and be exempt from the 
52 per cent corporate income tax, and that 
real property used for church purposes, is tax- 
exempt, it is not unreasonable to prophesy 
that, with reasonably prudent management, 
the churches ought to be able to control the 
whole economy of the nation within the pre- 
dictable future. 

“That the growing wealth and property of 
the churches was partially responsible for re- 
volutionary expropriation in England in the 
sixteenth century, in France in the eighteenth 
century, in Italy in the nineteenth century, and 
in Mexico, Russia, Czechoslovakia and Hungary 
in the twentieth century, seems self-evident. 


Effect on Competition 


““A government with mounting tax problems 
cannot be expected to keep its hands off the 
wealth of a rich church forever. That such a 


Put churches and their properties on tax rolls? 

Here is one prominent churchman who says 
“Yes.” He sees danger for churches in their 
traditional tax-free status. 

What is proposed: Put a property tax on 
churches themselves and apply corporate income 
tax to church-owned enterprises. 


revolution is always accompanied by atheism 
and anticlericalism should not be surprising.” 

Exemption from corporate income tax, Dr. 
Blake said, enables church-owned business 
firms to make far higher profits than private 
companies, and gives them an unfair advantage. 

In some instances, Dr. Blake said. “deals 
are being offered to church trustees by which 
they can buy businesses and pay a management 
fee to the present owners which puts both the 
management and the church in an advantageous 
position with reference to their business com- 
petitors.”” 

**The economic power that will increasingly 
be wielded by ever richer churches,’ Dr. Blake 
wrote, ‘threatens to produce not only envy, 
hatred, or resentment of nonmembers, but also 
to distort the purposes of the church members 
and leaders themselves. 

“I am sure,” he added, “that great con- 
centration of wealth and economic power in 
the hands of the American churches will in time 
frustrate the very ends which they proclaim 
and profess.” 

Dr. Blake also suggested that tax exemptions 
weakened the basic theory of absolute separa- 
tion of church and state in this country. 

‘*‘American churchmen,” he said, “need 
seriously to grapple with the charge made by 
the antireligious that church tax exemption 
of the United States is but a slightly concealed 
form of tax support of the churches.” 


Proposed remedies 


What Dr. Blake is proposing is a church- 
sponsored inquiry into these possible changes 
in the pvresent exemptions now granted to 
churches: 

® Make churches and other church-owned 
organizations liable to the corporate income tax 
on business-type profits. 

® Require churches to pay property tax to 
municipal governments, beginning the first year 
at | per cent of the normal levy on taxable 
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property, and increasing the payment by | 
per cent annually until a rate of 10 per cent 
is reached. 


@ Re-examine church-owned business firms 


to make sure that they are not unfairly com- 
petitive with other businesses. 

Dr. Blake warned: 

“Already in the United States there are dis- 
cernible signs of growing anti-church feeling, 
not yet developed into full-blown anticlerical- 
ism, which will increase rather than decrease 
as the years go on. 

“It may be that one of the reasons for 
the greater growth of the store-front sects is 
the unconscious self-identification of the com- 
mon man with the ‘have not’ poor and his 
perhaps unconscious identification of the ‘old 
line’ churches, Protestant and Roman Catholic, 
with the rich managers of society. 

“History makes it clear that social welfare 
and educational enterprises by the churches, 
however much appreciated, are not sufficient 
of themselves to make a poor man love a 


rich church.”’ 
A Challenge to Historic View 


All of this is a proposal that effects deeply 
a basic concept followed by governmental 
authorities in the U.S. federal, state and local, 
since the beginnings of the nation. 

This concept is that religious activity is 
desirable and should be protected by tax ex- 
emptions against the possibility that a hostile 
authority might some day try to impose crippl- 
ing taxation against churches. 

How that concept has worked out in actual 
practice now is being questioned by a high- 
ranking clergyman — and his views are certain 
to stir lively debate among churchmen in the 
United States. 


eS eS 
THE PHILADELPHIA RATIONALIST SOCIETY 


invites you to send for a free sample copy 
of its monthly journal 


The FREETHINKER 


a 24 page rationalist and freethought jour- 
nal, carrying news, notes, articles of interest 
to all Freethinkers. The Fastest growing free- 
thought paper in the USA. 

Send at once to: 

The FREETHINKER 

5526 Westford Road 

Philadelphia 20, Pa. 
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Box R 


Emancipation Day 


ALL countries have legal holidays — and 


some that are not recognized — as legal. 
In the United States we have New Years 
Day — Decoration Day — the Fourth of 


July — Labor Day — Christmas —to mention 
a few. 

Isn't it about time we Freethinkers had a 
Holiday — which can be national and also in- 
ternational? Something we can all get together 
on and celebrate wherever we may be — 
whether we are just Freethinkers — or Hu- 
manists — or Atheists —- or whatever we may 
call ourselves, depending, mostly, on how far 
we have traveled mentally away from our 
native religion. 

How about designating June 8th of each 
year as Emancipation From Religion Day? A 
Freethinkers’ Holiday, to be celebrated and 
enjoyed wherever possible by all who are 
themselves FREE from religion's chains and 
who are endeavoring, each in his own way, to 
free others from the age-old superstitions of 
religious teachings. 

| know that this is the death date of Thomas 
Paine and not his birth date — which occurs 
on January 29th. But January 29th is too near 
New Years Day, and people everywhere are 
at that time fed up with holidays — while in 
June — at least in the northern hemisphere — 
the weather is good. 

What is finer than a day in June! 

SO, if all Freethinkers who are printing any 
kind o f a publication would plug June 8th, 
each year, as an international Freethinker's 
Holiday I think we would be getting some- 


where. We would have to write about it — 
publicize it — hold meetings on that date — 
conventions — picnics — dinners — renew 
subscriptions — make contributions — etc. We 


would then ALL have one day a year when we 
would be working together for the same 
purpose. Possibly it would eventually become 
a Legal Holiday. Then, possibly, many school 
children would learn more about Freethought 
and the fallacies of religion. 

Monday, June 8th, 1959 was the 150th 
anniversary of Thomas Paine’s death. June 8th, 
1960 will be the 151st anniversary of the death 
of Thomas Paine. Let's start writing and work- 
ing and planning NOW to make — 

June 8th, 1960 — The FIRST Freethinker’s 
Holiday — and June 8th — every year there- 
after — Emancipation From Religion Day. 

How about it, Friends? 


— Mark Van Horne 


Are You Interested In Freethought? 


Do you know that the “protection racket” 
operated by the priests and preachers, in these 
United States of America has a greater “‘take’’ 
than all other (hoodlum) rackets combined? 


The reported and estimated cash income 
of the churches in the United States last year, 
was over $7,500,000,000! 

The above figures do not include the special 
privileges, such as half fare for priests and 
preachers on public transportation, free rent for 
preachers and priests, and tax exemption, 
which amounts to another couple billion dollars. 
Even a special privilege to break the gambling 
laws and operate “Bingo tables’’. 

Every time you pay for certain food products 
you pay your share of the church income. 

Every time you pay for your electricity or 
other public utility, part of what you pay to 
the company in profit (or in their cost of 
operation) finds its way into the coffers of 
these leaches who invest the “‘trust funds’’ and 
“endowments” in these types of securities. 





A New Booklet -— 


So You May Know... 


WRITTEN ESPECIALLY FOR 
NON-RATIONALISTS 
Vv 
Contains Four Sections: 
* How the Bible originated 


* Description of and selections 
from the Syllabus of Errors of 
Pope Pius IX. 
* Selections from Luther’s Theses 
* Undemocratic pronouncements of 
the Roman Catholic Church 
8 pages crammed with excellent points 
for everyone to read — Protestants, 
Catholics or liberals. 


15 cents each — 10 for $1.00 
100 for $5.00 — 500 for $22.50 
1000 for $40.00 
Published by 


Rationalist Association 
616N. Pine Ave. Chicago 44, Ill. 











by KARL E. PAULI, 
President, Knights of Reason, Inc. 


Every time you pay your rent or your taxes 
you are compelled to pay theiy share as well as 
your own, which today amounts to as much 
as 18 percent or more. 


Some churches hold controlling stock in 
railroads, not just to collect dividends on this 
stock but to control the purchasing and leas- 
ing of operational material from which the real 
profit is actually made, and to furnish outlets 
for trade and valuation on their real estate 
and other holdings. 


Certain drugs and medicines pay a profit 
to church holdings. Even some liquor and 
wine distilleries are owned in part, or totally 
owned, by some church or church order. 


Many “houses of ill-fame’’ in former “‘red 
light’’ districts were church property, operated 
by “Trust Funds’ and paid extraordinary 
profits to “church income”. These properties 
were often bequests from deceased believers 
who, having no more use for them, gave them 
or willed them to the church to have prayers 
and masses said for them after they were 
dead. Some of these properties were the de- 
termining factors in locating public housing 
during and after the first and second world 
wars. ‘Public spirited’ priests and preachers 
sat on public boards to plan and promote 
“slum eradication’’ and public housing, only 
to be able to sell these embarrassing holdings 
(at inflationary prices) and grab some very 
juicy public money for their particular church. 

All this, and many other forms of income 
besides, or in addition to, any “church dues” 
you might pledge extra to be able to ““belong”’ 
to one or the other of these holy rackets! 

You cannot escape paying tribute to the 
churches today, even by not attending the 
church or by not “believing” in the super- 
stitious threats and creeds. 


These priests, preachers and ‘medicine men” 
have created imaginary gods, devils, hells and 
other threats, and then sold you “protection” 
for which they collect “‘protection money’, 
just like any other petty gangsters. 

Property and securities held and controlled 
by our churches and religious orders today, 
amounts to an astronomical sum, larger than 
any other legitimate industrial or commercial 
organization in these United States of America. 
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They practically dominate our educational 
institutions and personnel. 


These religious racketeers dominate and 
control and censor almost all avenues of public 
information, newspapers, T.V., radio, lecture 
platforms, mail distribution and attempt to 
prevent real information from getting to the 
people. An effort now is being made to 
control the theatres, and picture shows, libraries 
and even school text books, under the guise 
of legal censorship to “prevent pornography” 
or obscenity. 


All this, in a nation which is presumed to be 
free from clerical control! 


It is high time to do something about it! 


NEW-TIME RELIGION — 
Sir: 

Sir Julian Huxley’s “New-Time Religion” (Dec. 
7) will have to wait for our grandchildren. As 
existing religions gained their momentum in an 
age of ignorance, they still flourish in an age of 
misinformation. We live in our little worlds of 
delusion, content with our processes of reasoning, 
which only consist of finding arguments for be- 
lieving our own notions of truth. 

Huxley’s New-Time Religion offers no heavenly 
crown, or elated promises of a glorious hereafter. 
His is but a religion of the real world, a religion 
where the individual would be free from spiritual 
bondage of ignorance, fear and anxiety. Such a 
religion excluding the mythical world of the here- 
after will gain few converts. 

Time Paul G .Hughes, 
Lowell, Mass. 





BE SURE TO GET 
Paul Blanshard’s New Book 


““God and Man in 
Washington” 
The INSIDE on 


Religious Pressure Group’s Influence 
on Legislation. 


PRICE — $3.50 
BOOK SERVICE 


Rationalist Association 
616 N. Pine Ave. Chicago 44, Ill. 
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BOOK SERVICE 


Bertrand Russell 


THE FAITH OF A RATIONALIST .50 
THE VALUE OF FREETHOUGHT .50 
AM | AN ATHEIST OR AN AGNOSTIC? .50 
ON THE VALUES OF SKEPTICISM ....... .50 
CAN MEN BE RATIONAL? .50 


ALL 5 BOOKS FOR $2.00 
v 


Joseph McCabe 


ROME'S SYLLABUS OF CONDEMNED 
OPINIONS > Sone 
THE MYTH OF CATHOLIC SCHOLARSHIP 1.00 
THE CURCH - THE ENEMY OF 
THE WORKERS Of 
ROME PUTS A BLIGHT ON CULTURE a3 
BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY OF ANCIENT, 
MEDIEVAL, AND MODERN 


FREETHINKERS eee 
THE COLUMBIA ENCYCLOPEDIA'S CRIMES 
AGAINST THE TRUTH 1.00 


THE ORIGIN AND MEANING OF IDEAS 1.00 
ALL 7 BOOKS FOR $5.50 


v 


Miscellaneous Authors 
GOD AND MAMMON 


by J. A. Hodson 1.00 
BAD BY-PRODUCTS OF RELIGION 

by Frank Swancara ory. Bp 
IS RELIGION NECESSARY? 

by Rev. Robert Mac Gowawn .50 


THE TRUTH SHALL MAKE YOU FREE 
Edited by Alice Haldewan-Jenkins .50 
INTERNATIONAL FREETHOUGHT ANNUAL 
Edited by Alice Haldewan-Jenkins 1.00 
TRUTH IS A SHELTERED MIRROR 
by Mary Gift sections a Vee 
BRIEF SUMMARY OF FUNDAMENTALS 
RELATING TO LIFE, DEATH, RELIGION 
AND PHILOSOPHY 
by William H. Mayfield ......... 1.00 


ALL 7 BOOKS FOR $5.00 


BOOK SERVICE 


Rationalist Association 
616 N. Pine Ave. Chicago 44, Ill. 

















